
 

 

SIGN-ON LETTER FROM U.S. CATHOLICS ON ISRAEL-PALESTINE 
 Published May 2024 

 

We invite any and all Catholics to sign this letter and join us in sharing this message. 
 
We, Catholics in the United States, express our grief and dismay over the horrors that have occurred in Israel-

Palestine over the last six months. We also bear witness to and speak out against the decades of injustice that 

have plagued the Holy Land. As Pope Francis has said, “without justice, there is no peace.” The inherent dignity 

of all persons and their right to life is the basis of our concern for all Palestinian and Israeli lives and our hope for a 

solution in which systemic injustices are addressed and the rights of both peoples granted and upheld.  

 

In May 2024, when this letter is being released, we continue to plead for an immediate and permanent 

ceasefire in Gaza and adherence to international law by all parties. 71% of U.S. Catholics support a Gaza 

ceasefire, echoing the position of Pope Francis, the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, the Society of Jesus, and 

other U.S. Catholic organizations and leaders. As of this letter’s publication, over 34,000 Palestinians in Gaza––

the majority civilians––have been killed by Israel’s military assault marked by indiscriminate bombing. We mourn 

each life lost. Tens of thousands more are severely injured without access to adequate medical care; half of Gazans 

are facing famine; and most have been displaced from their homes, 70% of which have been destroyed. We are also 

deeply concerned about the recent spike in attacks and killings of Palestinians in the West Bank by Israeli soldiers 

and settlers. 

 

We also call for the release of all remaining Israeli hostages held by Hamas, including children and elderly, 

who were forcibly taken from their homes in southern Israel on October 7, 2023. We mourn for the nearly 1,200 

people, mostly civilians, who were killed and the many others who were brutalized and traumatized during Hamas’ 

attack. At the same time, we call for the release of all Palestinian political prisoners held unjustly by Israel.  

 

As U.S. Catholics, we recognize our country’s contribution to the present violence and to the ongoing 

systemic injustices in Israel-Palestine. We call on President Biden, a fellow Catholic, and other U.S. and 

international leaders, to do everything possible to ensure a permanent end to hostilities, including halting additional 

shipments of U.S.-funded offensive weapons to Israel, a return of all hostages, and the immediate distribution of 

robust humanitarian aid to Gaza.  

 

We acknowledge that we have not paid enough attention to the situation in Israel-Palestine. For many 

American Catholics, there has been an unspoken feeling that Israel-Palestine is not really our problem—that it is a 

Jewish-Muslim issue. But this attitude was a mistake. We cannot forget that Christians, most of whom are 

Palestinian, are an integral part of the Holy Land. Palestinian Christians have long pleaded that Christians around the 

world listen to their experiences and support their struggle for full equality and rights.  

 

We are equally concerned about the well-being of Muslims, Jews, and others who suffer in Israel-Palestine. 

As Catholics, we have a responsibility to oppose any action that threatens human life and dignity, and to be attentive 

to both Palestinian and Israeli fears and traumas. We also recommit ourselves to opposing antisemitism, 

Islamophobia, and anti-Arab discrimination. Christians have often failed in this regard, both in the past and today.   

 

We recognize that even before the current crisis in Gaza, the situation in Israel-Palestine was fundamentally 

unjust and marred by violence. Sometimes, those of us in the United States misperceive the Israel-Palestine 

situation as a conflict of equally matched sides. In reality, though, there is a great power imbalance, with Israel 

denying many basic rights to stateless Palestinians and governing much of their lives through military occupation 

and illegal settlements (in the West Bank and East Jerusalem), blockade (in Gaza), and other measures of control. 

Some of us have had the opportunity to visit the Holy Land and see some of these realities firsthand. We pray that in 

the land of Israel-Palestine, where seven million Jewish Israelis and seven million Palestinians live, a political 

solution can be achieved which ensures justice, equality, peace, security, and freedom for two peoples.   

 

Guided by our faith, the signs of the times, and our personal capabilities, we Catholics are called to pray, 

speak, and work for peace. As the people of God, the Church, we join together in the hope that the land where 

Jesus lived, died, and rose will one day see an end to bloodshed and know true justice and reconciliation. 

 

Add your name to the letter at the form HERE. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScYZFq1ld0pndQbF1rWt2TW01f0MHhadh8Y2mYTKLcrzYz5Qw/viewform
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/257265/pope-francis-deplores-killing-of-gaza-volunteers-without-justice-there-is-no-peace
https://www.ispu.org/ceasefire-poll/
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2024-04/pope-francis-appeals-for-ceasefire-in-gaza.html
https://twitter.com/Ceasefire_Track/status/1774465490787635585
https://www.usccb.org/news/2024/us-bishops-president-and-chairman-international-justice-and-peace-issue-holy-week-call?utm_source=hootsuite&utm_medium=twitter&utm_term=
https://www.americamagazine.org/politics-society/2024/03/28/jesuits-gaza-israel-ceasefire-247605
https://franciscanaction.org/christians-for-ceasefire-lenten-campaign/
https://cmep.org/march-2024-international-letter/?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=4c4a80e6-3953-4529-b8ab-a79d07b83807
https://www.ncronline.org/news/cardinal-mcelroy-archbishop-wester-issue-call-israeli-cease-fire-gaza
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/longform/2023/10/9/israel-hamas-war-in-maps-and-charts-live-tracker
https://www.cnn.com/2024/04/11/politics/samantha-power-famine-gaza/index.html
https://interactive.aljazeera.com/aje/2024/displacement-israel-war-on-gaza-no-safe-place/
https://news.un.org/en/story/2024/03/1147272
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2024/02/shocking-spike-in-use-of-unlawful-lethal-force-by-israeli-forces-against-palestinians-in-the-occupied-west-bank/#:~:text=At%20least%20507%20Palestinians%20were,began%20recording%20casualties%20in%202005.
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/world/israeli-settler-attacks-on-west-bank-palestinians-have-escalated-since-oct-7-un-says
https://www.barrons.com/news/new-tally-puts-october-7-attack-dead-in-israel-at-1-163-78182279
https://www.barrons.com/news/new-tally-puts-october-7-attack-dead-in-israel-at-1-163-78182279
https://www.hrw.org/news/2023/11/29/why-does-israel-have-so-many-palestinians-detention-and-available-swap
https://www.americamagazine.org/politics-society/2020/12/22/patriarch-sabbah-palestine-christians-israel-occupied-gaza-239511
https://cryforhope.org/media/attachments/2020/06/30/cry-for-hope-english.pdf
https://www.kairospalestine.ps/images/A_Call_for_Repentance__An_Open_Letter_from_Palestinian_Christians_1.pdf
https://cmep.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/Is-Peace-Possible-in-the-Holy-Land-edited-EW-final.pdf
https://www.americamagazine.org/politics-society/2023/10/17/wadea-palestinian-six-year-old-stabbed-chicago-catholic-muslim-246307
https://apnews.com/article/5bd073882ef148a4be098b8e3754c0d1
https://www.hrw.org/report/2019/12/17/born-without-civil-rights/israels-use-draconian-military-orders-repress
https://www.vox.com/2018/11/20/18080052/israel-settlements-west-bank
https://www.vox.com/2018/11/20/18080034/west-bank-israel-palestinians
https://www.btselem.org/jerusalem
https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/06/14/gaza-israels-open-air-prison-15
https://maryknollogc.org/resources/webinar/trip-report-way-forward-middle-east-peace?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=28a4a4f1-8e62-4376-b9db-5d2b52921a53
https://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_const_19651207_gaudium-et-spes_en.html
https://www.jesuits.global/2024/04/19/we-dare-to-hope-in-times-as-dark-as-these/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScYZFq1ld0pndQbF1rWt2TW01f0MHhadh8Y2mYTKLcrzYz5Qw/viewform

