February 26, 2024
Dear Senators: 
As organizations representing a broad array of religious beliefs and faith traditions, we believe there is a moral imperative to end child poverty. Every child deserves the chance to grow and thrive. The Child Tax Credit (CTC) provides critical assistance to families as they confront the rising costs of raising children, and we know from experience it can lift millions of children out of poverty. On January 31, the House of Representatives passed the Tax Relief for American Families and Workers Act of 2024 with overwhelming and rare bipartisan support. The CTC provisions of this bill are a significant step in the right direction and the Senate should pass it immediately without any modifications. Families in your state and around the country who are struggling with high food, housing, and energy costs need this relief now. 
The bipartisan Child Tax Credit expansion focuses on helping children in low-income families now ineligible for the full credit by making major structural improvements. Today, 19 million children receive less than the full Child Tax Credit because their parents’ incomes are too low. The bipartisan expansion helps fully 16 million of these children. These improvements mean that nationwide, an estimated 27 percent of children under 17 living in rural areas would benefit in the first year, compared with a still sizable 22 percent in metro areas. The same pattern is true in most states.  
As you consider this legislation, we urge you to oppose amendments that would reduce the number of children who benefit from the CTC.  We are deeply concerned about a proposal that would eliminate the “lookback” provision that provides needed flexibility for families experiencing economic setbacks while doing essential caregiving work. It will ensure new mothers and parents who need to care for sick children will not be punished for working less, for at most one year, during a critical time for their family. The Joint Committee on Taxation and a wide range of progressive and conservative experts have independently concluded that the lookback would have little or no impact on parents’ employment. Families would still be required to have earnings to qualify for the Child Tax Credit, from the current or previous year.  
Likewise, the 2017 Tax Cuts and Jobs Act (TCJA) passed under former President Trump required a Social Security Number for each child getting the Child Tax Credit. We are disappointed that this legislation continues what the TCJA did in requiring the child to have a Social Security Number. We will continue to push for families to be able to use an ITIN to claim the CTC as they did before the TCJA. We strongly oppose any changes that would further restrict access and prevent children who have an SSN from getting the credit.
As people of faith, we share a common call to work for an end to hunger and poverty. In the Christian tradition, Jesus calls the faithful to prioritize the needs of the “least of these” and to be moved by compassion and love to meet the needs of one’s neighbor. In Proverbs 31:9, we are reminded of our responsibility to “Speak up, judge righteously, champion the poor and the needy.” In the Surah Baqarah, verse 215, Allah says, “They ask you as to what they should spend. Say ‘Whatever good you spend should be for parents, kinsmen, orphans, the needy and the wayfarer; and whatever good you do, Allah is all-aware of it.’” Yet, we repeatedly witness policy decisions that neglect to prioritize individuals and families unable to access basic living standards. 
The Senate has the power to improve programs that reduce child poverty and help millions of families afford basic costs. Expanding the Child Tax Credit by passing the Tax Relief for American Families and Workers Act of 2024 would make a real difference in the lives of so many in our communities and for Americans of all faiths and religions. We urge the Senate to pass this bill immediately without any changes to the Child Tax Credit.  
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