
Scenario:  Voters receive phone calls, flyers, emails, or social media posts 
notifying them of alleged changes in the standard voting process, such 
as a new polling place, a security breach in private voter information, 
or notification that the voter is no longer eligible to vote.

Tip:  Check all information through the National Association of Secretaries 
of State “Can I Vote?” page (nass.org/can-I-vote). If you discover false 
information, file an incident report with the Election Protection coalition 
(866ourvote.org). Alert others by commenting on false information that you 
see posted online, and do not repeat, repost, or retweet false information.

STAND UP AGAINST 
INTIMIDATION

Scenario 1:  Armed citizens announce a “Second  
Amendment” demonstration near key polling locations.

Tip: Social violence damages democracy. Host trainings in 
unarmed civilian protection, accompaniment, rumor control, 
and de-escalation so that community teams are prepared 
to escort voters safely to and from the polls. Google #Re-
thinkSecurityUCP or visit dcpeaceteam.com and nonvio-
lencetraininghub.org for information on virtual trainings.

Scenario 2: President Trump deploys federal troops to polling 
or mail-in ballot locations under the guise of “protecting voting 
rights.” (Federal laws prohibit such deployment to the polls, 
while many states restrict law enforcement presence there.)

Tip: Everyone in the streets. Massive, broad-based nonvio-
lent and peaceable freedom marches at federal buildings 
or where troops are located. Prepare for other forms of 
organized noncooperation, such as walk-outs and strikes. 
The choosedemocracy.us website offers resources for civil 
resistance to a disrupted election or attempted coup.

Scenario: A major media outlet reports false results or 
calls the election for one candidate before the vote count 
is completed, and this goes viral on social media.

Tip: Check questionable or premature announcements 
against several sources, such as protecttheresults.com. On 
Twitter follow the Carter Center (@CarterCenter), which is 
encouraging a transparent election process, and the Orga-
nization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (@OSCE), 
which will be observing the election.

Scenario: Voting places are closed, and mail-in ballots are restricted 
because there are too few election workers due to COVID-19 concerns.

Tip: Democracy is a team sport. Everyone can be an election worker. 
Commit a certain number of people from your church to register as poll 
workers and mobilize medical personnel to speak on coronavirus-safe 
voting practices. The U.S. Election Assistance Commission (eac.gov) hosts 
a video explainer and training information for each state, and you can 
support efforts to recruit young poll workers through powerthepolls.org.
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7Scenario 1: In 2016, Russia targeted election infrastructure systems 

in all 50 states. While the scope is hard to measure, many votes were 
illicitly influenced through disinformation on social media. There is no 
evidence that voting machines were tampered with.

Tip: U.S. elections are for U.S citizens, free from foreign interference. 
Electoral security measures authorized by Congress are intended to 
keep Russia meddling at bay. Repeat to others that the voting process 
is defended from foreign interference and encourage Congress to 
continue to fund electoral security.

Scenario 2:  Following the election a candidate announces they have 
classified intelligence indicating foreign interference in the electoral 

Scenario: A candidate declares victory before all the votes 
are counted. The first votes counted in many places will 
be those from in-person voters; many states do not allow 
counting of mail-in ballots to begin until Election Day. Polls 
indicate that voters from one party are more likely to cast 
their ballots in person, thus skewing the initial results. The 

5 ALLOW TIME FOR ALL THE 
VOTES TO BE COUNTED

Scenario: In a battleground state, the popular vote goes 
to one candidate or vote counting is still in process, but the 
state legislature “underpopulates” or “falsely populates” 
the slate of electors to the Electoral College, overturning 
the will of the people.

Tip:  Demand that the governor and secretary of state 
make public the Electoral College slates as soon as they 
are available, and that the governor report the electoral 
slate directly to the Electoral College, rather than waiting 
for the parties. (Any disputes within the states over electors 
must be resolved by Dec. 8.)
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ONCE VOTES ARE COUNTED, 
RESPECT THE ELECTION 
RESULTS

GET INVOLVED

DEFEND ACCURACY AND  
STOP DISINFORMATION

RESIST FOREIGN  
INTERFERENCE

DEMAND ACCURACY IN  
MEDIA REPORTS
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process and therefore is not prepared to accept the election 
outcome until the intelligence community validates the votes.

Tip:  Contact your congressional representatives through 
myreps.datamade.us to insist that the House and Senate 
intelligence and judiciary committees hold public hearings 
immediately and demand testimony from senior intelligence 
analysts.

actual, accurate results may not be known until many days, 
or even weeks, after Nov. 3.

Tip: Remind people, through social media and other 
means, that it takes time to accurately count votes—and 
accuracy is essential. Demand that media refrain from 
prematurely projecting winners based on inadequate 
or incomplete results.

SEVEN CONCRETE STEPS TO SAFEGUARD
THE INTEGRITY OF THE VOTE

by Rose Marie Berger
WHAT CAN I DO?
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institutions could serve as an intermediary 
to synthesize and disseminate news about 
vote counts, suppression efforts, and more 
based on data from trustworthy experts 
such as the Lawyers Committee on Civil 
Rights, the NAACP, and the Brennan 
Center for Justice, as well as cross-partisan 
groups such as the National Task Force on 
Election Crises, among others.

The faith community can also play 
a particularly central role in mobilizing 
protests with a disciplined and firm 
commitment to nonviolence, offering a 
counternarrative to any violence that may 
ensue. Protests will be needed on a scale 
that could literally shut down Washington, 
D.C., as well as other key metropolitan areas 
around the country. It will also be critical 
that protests take place in red states, as 
well as in rural areas, to show that there is 
deep and widespread opposition to a stolen 
election outcome in both Democratic- and 
Republican-leaning areas.

Many civic organizations are already 
planning for these contingencies, and 
while the vast majority of protests likely 
will be peaceful, there is a great risk that 
paramilitary groups, self-styled “militias,” 
and other nefarious actors will instigate 
violence. It’s imperative that Christian and 
other faith leaders across the theological 
and political spectrum act and speak out, 
with courage and conviction, to protect 
our democracy. 

As people of faith and as Americans, we 
have a profound religious and civic duty to 
ensure that any attempt to subvert a free, 
fair, and safe election or to dishonor the 
electoral outcome is met with the full force 
of bold and sustained moral resistance.

In the event of a stolen or marred 
election, the faith community must 
wield every tool it has. We hope and pray 
that this preparation and strategy will be 
unnecessary, but in the face of attempts 
to subvert the election and its results, we 
can’t think of a better way to honor the 
life and legacy of John Lewis and others 
who came before than getting into some 
good and necessary trouble to save our 
democracy.                             

Dr. Barbara Williams-Skinner is president 
of the Skinner Leadership Institute and 
co-convener of the National African 
American Clergy Network. Adam Russell 
Taylor is president-elect of Sojourners. 
Visit sojo.net/vote for more information.
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