
 

 

 

  

Living Stones 
Pilgrimage to 
the Holy Land 

May 10 - 23 

2015 
In the company of our pilgrimage director, Robert Cooke, we will visit holy 

places, give God plenty of time to work on us, and when we return home, we 
will have faces and stories of Palestinian Christians – the “Living Stones” of 

the Holy Land deeply embedded in our minds and hearts. 
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Departure Day, May 10, 2015 Our journey to the holy places, to visit the “Living Stones,” and to 

participate in the Pax Christi International Conference– begins this evening on our flight to the Holy Land.  There are 
meals and movies in flight, as well as opportunity for conversation and sleep.  
 

Day 1— Monday, May 11th: Travel to & Arrival 
After a brief layover in Istanbul, we arrive in Tel Aviv and travel to Bethlehem for dinner & 
overnight. 
 

Day 2— Tuesday, May 12th: Bethlehem, Beit 
Sahour 
We will begin our day with a welcoming by HCEF staff, 
who will educate us about the HCEF programs in the 
Holy Land. Next, we visit the Shepherd’s Field in Beit 
Sahour, where the angels appeared to announce the birth 
of Jesus to the shepherds, there we will celebrate Mass. 
We will visit the Church of the Nativity (the birthplace of 
Jesus) as well as the Grotto of St. Jerome and the nearby 
Milk Grotto. We will then visit Bethlehem University and 

have lunch there with the students. In the afternoon, we 
will have a meeting with one representative of the listed organizations at Bethlehem, Dinner and 
Overnight in Bethlehem. 
 
 

Day 3— Wednesday, May 13th: Bethlehem, 
Hebron 
After breakfast, we will have a meeting with a 
representative of the listed organizations in 
Bethlehem, and then we will go and visit the Tent of 
Nations, where we will meet with Daoud Nassar and 
enjoy lunch. In the afternoon, we will drive to Hebron 
to visit the Tomb of the Patriarchs (the burial place of 
three biblical couples - Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and 
Rebekah, Jacob and Leah). We will also tour the 
Abraham Mosque, before returning to Bethlehem. 
There, we will go to Aida Refugee Camp to see the 
separation wall. Afterwards, we will attend the dinner and opening ceremony of the Pax Christi 
International Conference in Bethlehem. Overnight in Bethlehem. 
 
 

Day 4— Thursday, May 14th: Bethlehem 
Breakfast at HCEF Inn.  Today we will participate in the Pax Christi International Conference in 
Bethlehem.  A full itinerary of the Conference events can be found on pages 5 and 6 of this 
itinerary. The conference will include lunch and dinner.  Overnight in Bethlehem. 
 
 

Day 5— Friday, May 15th: Bethlehem 
Breakfast at HCEF Inn. Today we will participate in the Pax Christi International Conference in 
Bethlehem. Please refer to pages 5 and 6 for a full itinerary of the Conference events. The conference 
will include lunch and dinner.  Overnight in Bethlehem. 
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Day 6— Saturday, May 16th: Bethlehem 
Breakfast at HCEF Inn.  Today we will participate in the Pax Christi International Conference in 
Bethlehem.  Please refer to pages 5 and 6 for a full itinerary of the Conference even. The conference 
will include lunch and dinner.  Overnight in Bethlehem. 
 
 

Day 7— Sunday, May 17th: Jerusalem 
We begin the day with a very early breakfast before 
departing for Jerusalem to walk the Via Dolorosa 
(Way of the Cross) through the narrow alleys and 
bazaars of the Old City of Jerusalem, ending at the 
Church of the Holy Sepulcher and the Tomb of 
Christ, where we will celebrate Mass in the 
Franciscan Chapel, followed by a tour of the Church. 
Later in the morning, we meet representatives of the 
Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem.  Then we drive to the 
Mount of Olives to visit the churches of Pater Noster 
and Dominus Flevit. We also visit the beautiful 
Garden of Gethsemane where Jesus prayed the night before his passion. Then we will have a meeting 
with one representative of the listed organizations at Jerusalem. Afterwards, we will visit Bethlehem 
Museum for Culture & Heritage where we can also enjoy some unique shopping, followed by dinner 
with the HCEF staff in the museum restaurant. Overnight in Bethlehem. 

 
 

Day 8— Monday, May 18th: Jerusalem 
After breakfast, we will meet with a representative of the 
listed organizations at Jerusalem. After that, we will visit 
Dome of Rock and the Temple Mount – the site of the 
temple that housed the Ark of the Covenant, and where 
Jesus was presented as a child and began to teach as a 
mere twelve-year-old and After lunch, we visit Mount of 
Zion, site of the tomb of David, and then the Church of 
the Assumption, built on the site of the assumption of the 

Virgin Mary, and the Upper Room where Jesus ate his last 
supper with his apostles before his crucifixion. Then we will meet with one representative of the listed 
organizations at Jerusalem Dinner & Overnight in Bethlehem.   
 
 

Day 9— Tuesday, May 19th: Jordan River, 
Bethany and Dead Sea 
Today after breakfast we have the chance to visit the Jordan 
River where Jesus was baptized. Then we will visit the 
church in Bethany where Jesus raised Lazarus from the 
dead, and where we will attend mass with the local 
community. This is also where Jesus ate in the home of 
Lazarus’ sisters Martha and Mary, St. Anne Church and pool 
of Bethesda. Then we will head to Jericho. In the Jericho 
area we will see the Mount of Temptations and visit the 
ancient monastery build on its slope. Then we will visit for an hour the new house of Prayer of all 
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Peoples. After lunch in Jericho we will visit Qumran, where the Dead Sea scrolls were discovered. 
After that, if we will have a time we will enjoy ourselves in the Dead Sea Dinner & Overnight in 
Bethlehem. 

 
 

Day 10— Wednesday, May 20th: 
Birzeit, Bethlehem 
After breakfast we will drive to Birzeit and will 
visit Our Lady of Peace, the Catholic Church in 
Birzeit, where we will have a mass and meet the 
parish priest who will talk to us about the local 
Christian population. Then we will have lunch in 
HCEF’s Birzeit Senior Citizen Center, giving us 
the chance to meet with the elders of Birzeit and 
hear their stories. Then we drive back to 
Bethlehem. Dinner & Overnight in 

Bethlehem.  
 
 

Day 11— Thursday, May 21th: Nablus and 
Nazareth 
After early breakfast, we check out of our hotel in 
Bethlehem and then drive north, reaching the town 
of Nablus and Jacob's Well, where Jesus met the 
Samaritan woman who offered him water. Next, we 
will visit the town of Sebastia where there is an 
ancient tradition associated with John the Baptist. 
There, we’ll also see ancient Roman tombs, a 
Hellenistic tower and Herodion gate towers. After 
lunch, we will drive to Nazareth to visit the Basilica 
of the Annunciation, where the Angel Gabriel 
appeared to the Virgin Mary. Next, we visit St. Joseph’s 
church, Joseph’s workshop (where Jesus worked as a carpenter alongside his stepfather), and Mary’s 
well. If we have free time, we will explore and shop in the old city of Nazareth before dinner & 
overnight in Nazareth. 
 
 
 

Day 12— Friday, May 22th: Sea of Galilee  
After early breakfast, we will go to visit the Mount 
of Beatitudes with ample time for a private prayer 
and reflection.  We will have a lunch of “St. Peter’s 
Fish.”   When we finish, we will enjoy a boat ride 
on the Sea of Galilee. Next, we visit Capernaum, 
which Jesus considered “home,” and where we see 
an ancient synagogue and the remains of Peter’s 
house.  Our final pilgrimage stop today is Tabgha, 
the site of the multiplication of the fishes and the 
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loaves.  There we’ll celebrate an outdoor Mass at St Peter’s Primacy, the place along the shore where 
Jesus asked Peter “Do you love me?” His question resonates just as clearly for us today.  Dinner and 
overnight in Nazareth. 
 
 

Day 13— Saturday, May 23th: Return to US from Tel Aviv 
After an early morning check-out and transfer to the airport, we fly back home.  However, our faith 
journey will continue in a new, invigorated way.  Having visited the sacred places in our tradition, 
having met the descendent of the first disciples of Jesus and witnessed how the people of the Holy 
Land strive to build bridges of justice, peace and reconciliation -all these experiences will enrich your 
spiritual life and transform you.  They will also enable you to read newspapers and watch the news in a 
different way.  A Living Stones pilgrimage the Holy Land will definitely enrich and change your life for 
better.   
 

 
Notes: 

 Mass can be arranged daily 

 Itinerary subject to change without notice 

 The Itinerary includes interaction with the locals 

 The Itinerary can change according to your special requests; sites can be added or 
removed. 
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PILGRIMS ON THE PATH TO PEACE 
 

Pax Christi 70th Anniversary 

Bethlehem, 13 May – 17 May 

2015 

DAY 1: WEDNESDAY, 13 MAY 2015 
 

 

17h00 – 20h00:  Welcome and 

Introduction 20h00 – 21h00:  Evening 

Meal 
 

 

DAY 2: THURSDAY, 14 MAY 2015 
 

 

9h00 – 12h00: Reflecting on Major Milestones in Pax Christi’s History 

Member Organisations will present the story of the Pax Christi Movement 

and reflect on lessons learned and achievements. 

12h00 – 13h00:  Lunch 

14h30 – 19h00:  Looking at Today’s Challenges – Justice and Peace Today 

Participants will choose a “Walking Path”, which will first look at the current 

socio- political situation in the Holy Land by visiting local sites and hearing the 

stories of the local people. The following day, participants will connect 

these themes to similar issues at the international level. 

 
 

Walking Path 1: Human Security: Key to Our Work for Peace 

Walking Path 2: Ecological Justice: Promoting Sustainable Peace 

Walking Path 3: Reconciliation and Transformative Justice: Unveiling the New 

Humanity Walking Path 4: Disarmament and Demilitarisation: Turning Swords into 

Ploughshares Walking Path 5: Peace Education: Walking with Younger Generations 

Walking Path 6: Women Peacemakers: An Essential Face of Peacemaking 
 

 
 
 

19h00 – 20h00:  Evening Meal 

20h00 – 21h30:  Reflection and Prayer 
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DAY 3: FRIDAY, 15 MAY 2015 
 

9h00 – 16h00: Strategizing for the Future 

Various roundtables will each focus on a separate “Walking Path” theme, 

and connect it to the global concerns of Pax Christi. The participants will work 

together to identify areas for advocacy and capacity building within the Pax 

Christi movement. There will be sharing regarding methodologies, skills and 

strategies. 

16h30 – 18h00:  Steps Towards 2020 

This session will bring together all the concerns and discussions of the 

previous sessions and look at the challenges for our future work through the lens 

of hope. 

From 19h00: Anniversary Evening Meal 

 

 

DAY 4: SATURDAY, 16 MAY 2015 
 

 

9h00 – 22h00: 70th Anniversary Peace Festival 

This 70th Anniversary Peace Festival will be a celebration of the work of local 

and international peacemakers. Pax Christi Member Organisations may share 

their work, host workshops and be part of the festival marketplace. The 2015 

Pax Christi Peace Award will be presented at the event. 

 

DAY 5: SUNDAY, 17 MAY 2015 

 

9h00 – 12h00: Closing Ceremony in Bethlehem 

As  Pilgrims  on  the  Path  to  Peace,  we  will  renew  our  commitment  to  

be peacemakers. 

12h00 – 13h00:  Lunch 
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Price Quote for all Land Arrangements & Airfare 
From:    Washington, Dulles USA  

Duration:   13 Days/ 12 Nights 

 

Prices noted above are inclusive of: 

#  of Persons:  40 + 

Price/Pax including land arrangements 
& airfare:  $3600.00 

Pax Christi International Conference  
(3 days):  $390.00  

TOTAL including PCI conference: $3990.00 
Single Supplement  

$500.00 

1. Round-trip airfare on Turkish Airlines (economy class) from Washington Dulles-Tel Aviv, 

via Istanbul ($1410.00/person) 

2.  Double-Occupancy accommodation in: 

a) Bethlehem: HCEF Inn Guest House 

b) Nazareth: Gardenia Hotel or OPR Tabar or similar 3 Star Christian Guest 

House 

3. All meals (breakfast, lunch and dinner) 

4. Airport transfers 

5. Christian English-speaking tour guide 

6. Entrance Fees & Parking to holy places 

7. Transportation in deluxe motor coach  

8. Honoraria for speakers and meetings (According to the itinerary attached) 

9. Rates are based on a minimum of 40 paying pilgrims traveling together – without this 

amount it will change. 

These prices exclude: 
 

1. Airfare  

2. Beverages & drinks 

3. Tips to driver(s), tour guide(s), restaurant & hotel staff, etc. 

4. Any services not mentioned in the  program 

5. Offering for churches 

6. Travel insurance 

Feel free to contact us for any further details. 
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HCEF – Bethesda Office 

 

 General Pilgrimage Conditions 
 Payment: 
Costs and 
Deposits  

The cost for the pilgrimage, based on a minimum of 40 paid passengers, is $3600.00 per 
person on a double- occupancy basis (plus $390 for the PCI World Assembly). A deposit of 
$300.00 per person or full payment is required when a reservation is made (reservations must 
be received no later than 20 March 2015 and preferably by 25 January to ensure your 
reservation). Full payment must be made no later than 20 March 2015. 

Single 
Supplement 

 Single-room accommodations, if available, can be arranged for an additional cost of $500.00, 
due at the time of registration. Payment is accepted by credit card or check.  

Airfare  The above quote INCLUDES round-trip airfare on Turkish Airlines ($1410.00/passenger). All 
prices quoted are subject to change if airlines or ground operators increase their prices, the 
U.S. dollar is devalued significantly against foreign currencies, the group falls below minimum 
numbers, or a fuel surcharge, government tax or user’s fee is imposed. Baggage and personal 
effects are the sole responsibility of the owners at all times.  

PCI 3-day 
Conference 
*ADDITIONAL 
CHARGE*  

The cost of the Pax Christi International (PCI) Conference, which begins on Wednesday, May 
13 and concludes on Saturday, May 16, is $390.00 per person. This brings the total cost of 
the pilgrimage and the PCI conference to $3990.00 per person. This amount ($390) is being 
collected by HCEF on behalf of PCI and will go to PCI, HCEF does NOT keep this money. 

Transport  All transfers are included for pick-up at the airport in Tel Aviv upon arrival, and drop-off at the 
airport in Tel Aiv for departure to the US, as well as porter service at hotels. A deluxe air-
conditioned bus is provided for all tours and transfers.  

Sightseeing  Full sightseeing with entrance fees is included for activities on itinerary, unless otherwise 
indicated. A licensed, multilingual Christian guide will accompany the pilgrimage from arrival 
until departure.  

Taxes  Taxes, as imposed by the local authorities, are included in standard services.  

Tips  Standard tips are not included in the price. Approximately $150.00 USD person will be 
collected by the group leader prior to departure to cover standard tipping for the whole group.  

Cancellations  A fee of $300 per person will be assessed for all cancellations. In addition to this $300 fee, if 
your cancellation does not reach our office by the deadline provided for final payment you 
may also be liable for other charges, up to the entire cost of airline ticket based on airline 
cancellation conditions.  No refund will be issued for any cancellation made after 25 January 
2015. Cancellations must be made in writing to HCEF.  

Not Included  Standard tips and items of a personal nature such as drinks at meals, bottled water, laundry, 
shopping, offerings to churches, travel insurance, and any service not specifically mentioned 
are not included. Fuel surcharges and/or tax increases levied since the pricing of this tour are 
not included.   

Travel 
Insurance  

HCEF strongly suggests the purchase of travel insurance. Trip cancellation and overseas 
medical coverage are two important considerations. There are a number of options for such 
insurance – your own insurance agent may have a recommendation. It is the sole responsibility 
of the pilgrim to consult with his health insurance provider to determine what international 
coverage is provided and if supplemental health coverage should be purchased. HCEF can 
suggest insurance options.  

Health  Good overall health is necessary to enjoy this experience. Distances walked are moderate, but 
stair-climbing and being on one’s feet can all be tiring. Most international sites are not 
handicapped or wheel chair accessible. Please consult your doctor if you have any concerns.  

Passports & 
Visas  

A US passport valid for at least 6 months from the pilgrimage return date is required. If you do 
not have a US passport, contact HCEF as soon as possible. Visas are not necessary for US 
passport holders to enter Israel/Palestine. Holders of non-US passports must contact the 
nearest Israeli Embassy/Consulate to determine whether or not they must obtain a visa before 
departure.  
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Responsibility 
Clause  

The Holy Land Christian Ecumenical Foundation (HCEF) is not responsible for the suppliers 
providing all transportation, sightseeing arrangements and hotel accommodations for HCEF 
pilgrimages. They are independent contractors and not agents or employees. By using the 
services of the suppliers, you agree that HCEF will not be liable for any change in schedule, 
strikes, delays, acts of governments, acts of war, acts of terrorism, fires, riots, theft, pilferage, 
epidemics, quarantine, medical or customs regulations, accident, loss, injury, or damage to you 
or to those traveling with you in connection with any accommodations, transportation or any 
other services used as part of the pilgrimage. HCEF and/or agents of transportation are not 
held responsible for the late arrival of passengers at airports or hotels due to inclement 
weather, unforeseen circumstances or sickness, nor are they responsible for payment or any 
refund of unused transportation or accommodations based on such circumstances. All such 
losses or expenses must be borne by the passenger. Prices and schedules appearing in this 
literature are based on current schedules and tariffs and may be subject to change. Rates for 
this trip are based on a minimum of 40 paying pilgrims traveling together. (These rates 
are subject to change in the event that the group size is lower than 40 paying 
passengers.) HCEF reserves the right to modify the itinerary due to local conditions, time 
restrictions, and changes to air schedules. Completion of registration form and payment of the 
$750.00 USD deposit constitute acceptance of the conditions and terms listed on this form.  
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Turkish Airlines Quote & Terms 

Travel Consultant:  HCEF 
Airfare Total/person:  $1410.00 

Seats reserved:  40 

Itinerary:  

Outbound 

Flight #TK8 , departing 10 MAY 2015 from Washington Dulles (IAD) 

Airport at  11:25 PM, arriving in Istanbul   on Tuesday, 11 MAY 

at    4:40 PM 

  

Flight# TK788, departing  11 MAY 2015 from Istanbul at6:10 PM, 

arriving in Tel Aviv  (TLV) at 08:15PM 

Return  Flight # TK785, departing  23 MAY 2015 from Tel Aviv (TLV) at 

09:50AM, arriving in Istanbul, 12:05PM 

  
Flight # TK7 departing on  23 MAY 2015 at 1:40 PM From Istanbul 

arriving at Washington Dulles  (IAD) at  6:10 PM 

Required Deposit:  $100.00/person  

 $4000.00 Total     

 

(Payment must be made by check. It will be fully 

refunded, less any cancellation penalties, after the 

group’s departure.) 

Deposit Deadline: THIS WEEK 

Deadline to cancel without 

penalty (if applicable):  

January 25, 2015 

Cancellation penalty AFTER 

deadline January 25: 

Deposit ($100.00/passenger)  

-$100.00/passenger  

-If the group size falls below 85%  passengers no deposit will be 

refunded 

-If the group size falls below 10% of the originally deposited group, a 

cancellation fee of $100.00/passenger will apply 

Deadline for Final Passenger 

list: (“Date of Final 

Commitment”) 

March 20, 2015 

Deadline for Complete 

payment: (“Date of Final 

Commitment”)  

March 20, 2015 

Penalty for name changes or 

special itinerary requests 

AFTER date of final 

commitment:  

$350.00/passenger for any name changes, plus any applicable 

difference in the fare.  

Deviation fee is $170.00/passenger plus any applicable difference in 

the fare. After the date of final commitment, tickets are non-refundable 

in the event of a cancellation or no-show. An additional cancellation fee 

of $50.00 will be charged for any ticket cancelled after being issued.  

Additional  terms:   -After ticketing, any name correction is subject to a penalty of $350.00 

-After ticketing tickets are non-refundable even for medical reasons 

-Unnamed reservations are subject to cancellation after deadline  
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REGISTATION FORM 
To reserve your space on this unique pilgrimage, complete the form below and either a) mail or fax it to the HCEF 

headquarters in Bethesda, MD. (Address at the bottom of the page) or b) scan and email it to Abigail Galván at 

agalvan@hcef.org or c) register online at www.hcef.org/programs/lsp/pax-christi-international-pci  

Name(s) (as they appear on 

passports) 

 

Address  

Roommate (if determined)  

Home Phone & Work Phone  

E-Mail  

Emergency Contact  

Name Desired for  Name Tag  

Payment Information 

 The total cost of this pilgrimage is $3,990.00, including round-trip economy-class airfare 
from Washington, D.C., at $1,410.00 (double occupancy basis). Please see page 7 for a full 
breakdown of prices.  

 Single-occupancy accommodations, if available, cost an additional $500.00. This single supplement must be must be 
specified at the time of registration.  

 A deposit of $300.00 must accompany this registration form by 25 January 2015 to secure your 
spot. Reservations received after 25 Jan are accepted until the Full Payment Deadline (3/20/2015) 
to the degree space is available. Please keep in mind that if the reservation is turned in on 3/20/2015, the 
full payment of $3,990.00 will be required.  

 Payment is accepted by credit card or by check 

 Make Checks Payable to HCEF 

 Full Payment must be made by 3/20/2015. 
 

Charge my Credit Card     

 

 VISA              MasterCard     Discover  American Express 
 

Name on Credit Card_________________________________________ 

Card Number        

Expiration Date _ _ - _ _       CVV #  _ _ _ 
 

Amount to Be Charged:  ________  

I acknowledge that I have read and understood the General Pilgrimage conditions provided with this 

registration form.  
 

Signature: ___________________________________________ Date: ____/____/____ 
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Pax Christi International (PCI) 

May 10- 23, 2015 –13 Days/ 12 nights 

Bethesda, Maryland, USA  Bethlehem, Palestine 
6935 Wisconsin Avenue, Suite 518  46 Alatan Street  
Bethesda, MD  20815  Bethlehem, Palestine 
Office 301 951 9400; Fax 301 951 9402      PO Box 14152, Jaffa Gate, Jerusalem 

pilgrimage@hcef.org; www.hcef.org 
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Passport Information  

Name on Passport 

 

 

Birth date 

 

 

Passport Number 

 

 

Country Issuing Passport 

 

 

Date Passport issued 

 

 

Date passport expires 
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