                     AUGUST 2009
1999 marked a low point in international efforts to
address nuclear weapons and ushered in a period
of expansion of the U.S. nuclear weapons complex.
The United States has since spent hundreds of billions of dollars to upgrade its weapons, develop new
missions, and “conventionalize” the role of nuclear
weapons. This must be reversed. President Obama’s
commitment in Prague to a nuclear weapons-free
future offers a critical opportunity for Pax Christi
USA and people of faith and conscience to redouble
our efforts. No modern treaty has been sent to the
Senate a second time after being defeated. We have
a window of about eight months to gain the support of our Senators for ratification before the May
Review Conference of the Nonproliferation Treaty
(NPT). Ratifying the CTBT, though by no means sufficient, is absolutely necessary to reverse the expansion of the U.S.’ and other nuclear weapons states’
programs and to reassure the rest of the world that
the promise of the NPT—that those who have nuclear weapons will abandon them in exchange for
others not seeking them—is still meaningful. Visit
our Web site for resources, action suggestions, and
background materials that can help you and your
group effectively engage with your Senators over
the coming months. At the same time we work on
the CTBT, I encourage you to sign a petition to President Obama asking him to announce at the May 2010
Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty Review Conference
his intention to begin international negotiations to
abolish all nuclear weapons. This petition is online
at www.unitedforpeace.org.
This year’s National Council election was the closest in years. In the end, two incumbents were returned to Council, Mary Pat O’Gorman and Sr. Josie
Chrosniak. On the Regional Ballot, Metro DC’s Jack
McHale was elected to a three-year term. Jack brings
enormous energy, a passion for nonviolence, and a
longstanding commitment to building Pax Christi USA
at the local level. He will be a great addition at a
moment when the Council is discerning the strategic
direction of Pax Christi USA. The membership also
passed the constitutional changes proposed in the
April membership mailing.
While the energy at the National Conference was
uplifting, I was personally pained to meet many
members who have lost their jobs as a result of the
economic meltdown. Even amidst the uncertainty,
they came to Chicago to be reenergized by the sense
of community and purpose that marks Pax Christi
USA. When we gather together, we are the peace we

seek. Pax Christi USA’s community extends well beyond those moments when we physically gather. We
are together every day in our shared commitment
to being and building the Peace of Christ. Over the
past months Pax Christi USA has found it necessary
to cut back our budget and downsize our efforts in
line with the challenges to our resources precipitated by the economic collapse. Fortunately, not
everyone is facing the same economic challenges,
and Pax Christi USA continues to depend on those
who are able to support our work. I ask you today to
prayerfully consider an extra gift beyond your regular membership dues. Simply fill out the enclosed
Economic Justice for All Fund envelope and return it
with your tax-deductible check to Pax Christi USA.
You can also give securely at our Web site. If you can
make an ongoing contribution, Pax Christi USA’s Sustainers’ Circle for Peace provides an opportunity to
give monthly, automatic contributions by credit card
or electronic funds transfer from your bank account.
It’s easy, saves money and staff-time for Pax Christi
USA, and provides a crucial means of ongoing support. I thank you for all you do to support Pax Christi
USA, and I know we can count on you, as always!
With the war in Afghanistan expanding, the occupation of Iraq disintegrating, climate change accelerating, and unemployment soaring, the need for
steady, thoughtful voices is essential to countering
the shrill and opportunistic efforts of those who
would seek advantage in the chaos. Pax Christi USA
members like you, and countless others, bring the
calm, loving, and effective voice of nonviolence to
the challenges facing our communities each and every day. As we grapple with the wide range of issues
and choices facing us, let ours be a voice grounded
in nonviolence, steadfastly committed to the wisdom of Catholic Social Teaching, and willing to be
the peacemakers envisioned by St. Francis. Let us
all make his prayer our prayer—to understand, to
console, and to love. To be instruments of God’s
peace, not our own. In this way we will be the Peace
of Christ. In this way we will be known in our communities as peacemakers—the ones who transcend
partisanship and agenda—and offer ourselves as witnesses to the true peace that is the fruit of justice
and right relationship—the fruit of nonviolence.
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PEACEMAKING:
    Day by Day
Peace is not the
product of the victory
or a command. It has
no finishing line, no
final deadline, no
fixed definition of
achievement. Peace is
a never-ending process,
the work of many
decisions.

Dave Robinson, Executive Director, Pax Christi USA
Visit www.paxchristiusa.org for
more educational and spiritual
resources for peace.

LOCAL GROUPS
Contact: Johnny Zokovitch
Phone: 352-219-8419
Email: johnnypcusa@yahoo.com

1, 8

– Oscar Arias

In peace,

Contact Information:
Pax Christi USA
532 West Eighth Street
Erie, PA 16502
814-453-4955
info@paxchristiusa.org
www.paxchristiusa.org

Pax Christi USA

PAX CHRISTI
USA

* This quote and hundreds
more are available in Pax
Christi USA’s Peacemaking
Day by Day, Volume II.
To order your copy,
visit our Website,
www.paxchristiusa.org.

reetings of peace! The August Congressional recess is
traditionally a time to connect with representatives
as they return to their districts for
the extended break. This year’s vitriolic public brawls—consciously organized—over healthcare reform underscore the urgent need for alternative
ways of dialogue. Nonviolence has
much to offer here. Nonviolent communication begins with respect for
the other and seeks to foster illumination, not confrontation. St. Francis
said it best: “Grant that I may not so
much seek to be understood, as to
understand.”
Understanding was the goal of
the Pax Christi USA co-sponsored
“Dialogue among Black and Latino
Families” following the National
Conference in Chicago last month.
Representatives from half a dozen
multiracial parishes came together
to share their experiences, fears,
hopes, and concerns around immigration. A deeper understanding
of each other and a greater clarity
around the issues at the heart of the
immigration debate resulted. Participants—African American, Latino,
and white—then processed together
to the Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) detention facility
to join a prayer vigil calling for an
end to the war at home. That war,
raging in communities across the nation, has led to separating hundreds
of thousands of families through deportation and incarceration over the
past three years.
The dialogue and vigil capped an
extraordinary weekend of prayer and
study at the National Conference (go
to www.paxchristiusa.org for extensive coverage). It was great to see
so many of you there, and inspiring
to see so many new faces—witness
to our growing diversity in both race
and age. Central to the success of the

conference was our partnership with
offices and organizations of the Archdiocese of Chicago—so much so, that
Pax Christi USA will return to Chicago
again next year! Mark your calendars
now. Next year’s conference will be
July 16-18.
Key to Pax Christi USA’s efforts to
become an anti-racist, multicultural
movement for justice and peace in
the Catholic tradition has been our
multiyear effort to articulate the
challenges of peace in the 21st century—the Peoples’ Peace Initiative.
In this issue is the executive summary of the document developed in
partnership with 22 national Catholic organizations. Representing African American, Latino, Asian, Native
American, and European American
perspectives and drawing on participants from parishes, organizations,
religious communities, and Pax Christi local groups, this project—frustrating at times in its pace and complexity—nonetheless has succeeded in
articulating a message of peace and
nonviolence relevant to our tumultuous times and underscoring the
vibrancy and centrality of the nonviolence Jesus taught. The full document is being translated into Spanish
and will be released on our Web site
soon. Our hope is that it will serve
to open even greater spaces for reflection and action on social justice
while building a multiracial consensus around nonviolence as an integral
part of Catholic identity.
One concrete expression of Pax
Christi USA’s commitment to nonviolence has been our consistent and
unwavering opposition to nuclear
weapons. Over the coming months,
our campaign A New Moment for
Nuclear Disarmament will bring
grassroots and institutional voices
to the effort to ratify the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT). The
Senate’s rejection of the Treaty in

Updates from
Pax Christi USA National, Regional, and Local Reports
PAX CHRISTI STUDENTS/YOUNG ADULTS GATHER
PRIOR TO NATIONAL CONFERENCE
Pax Christi USA students and young adults gathered
for Kairos-Chicago, a day of reflection on the intersection of faith and justice, just prior to this year’s
national conference on peacemaking in July. Nobel
Peace Prize nominee Kathy Kelly was the featured
speaker for Kairos-Chicago, and the day was facilitated by Pax Christi USA interns Patrick Cashio and
Staci Streigel. Participants came from Florida, Minnesota, DC, Kentucky, Indiana, Wisconsin, New Mexico, Texas, Illinois, Ohio, Michigan, Iowa, Maryland,
California, Connecticut, and elsewhere. If you have
interest in hosting a Kairos day of reflection at your
school or in your area, contact Johnny Zokovitch at
352-219-8419 or johnnypcusa@yahoo.com.
PAX CHRISTI USA SPONSORS NATIONAL SPEAKING
TOUR WITH AWARD-WINNING AUTHOR
Tom Cordaro, a Pax Christi USA Ambassador of Peace
and author of Be Not Afraid: An Alternative to the
War on Terror, has been speaking to churches, colleges, and community groups across the nation on
the speaking tour, “Turning the Page on the War
on Terror: Alternative Approaches for Afghanistan,
Pakistan and Beyond.” Cordaro’s
book, published by Pax Christi USA,
has been recognized as an outstanding book of 2009 by the Independent
Publishers of America and the Catholic Press Association. Cordaro examines the narrative structure and psychology of the “War on Terror,” how
we can build a more genuine peace
rooted in justice, and asks whether
we will continue to be a nation motivated primarily by fear or will embrace an alternative rooted in freedom and hope. September tour stops
include Michigan, Illinois, and Texas;
October stops include California and
more in Illinois. For more information on these dates or on hosting a
tour stop, go to www.paxchristiusa.
org/news_Events_more.asp?id=1540 or contact Mr.
Cordaro directly at tomcordaro@juno.com.
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BELLINGHAM (WA) PAX CHRISTI GROUP
ORGANIZES IMMIGRATION PILGRAMAGE
In early August, a group of Bellingham Pax Christi
folks undertook a two-week pilgrimage to the Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) Detention
Center in Tacoma, Washington. The group walked
on average nine to ten miles per day, seeking hospitality from Catholic churches along the way and
welcoming the participation of many people of faith
concerned about the injustices being perpetrated
against our nation’s immigrant people. Pax Christi
member Mary Mele, the driving force behind the
pilgrimage, started a blog to track the group’s reflections along their route and share other information: http://whatcom.blogs.com/pilgrimage. The
pilgrimage ended on August 15 with a prayer service
at the ICE Detention Center.
PAX CHRISTI TEXAS RALLIES AT THE HUTTO
ICE DETENTION CENTER
Members of various Pax Christi groups in Texas
joined with other immigrants’ rights activists and
advocates to protest outside the Hutto Immigration
and Customs Enforcement (ICE) Detention Center in
Taylor, Texas. David Atwood, Pax Christi Texas state

Prayer Service For Nonviolence by John Dear, SJ
Intercessory Prayers for Nonviolence
(Leader) Please respond,
“God of Peace, hear our prayer.”
* That we might become people of Gospel nonviolence, who allow God to disarm our hearts of the
violence within us, that we might be nonviolent
to ourselves and to every person we meet for the
rest of our lives, we pray: “God of Peace, hear our
prayer.”
* That we might practice nonviolence as Jesus did,
come to understand his creative nonviolence, and
obey his commandments of nonviolence: “put down
your sword,” “be as compassionate as God,” and
“love your enemies,” we pray: “God of Peace, hear
our prayer.”
* That we might come to know and worship God as a
God of peace and nonviolence, who “makes the sun
rise on the good and the bad, and causes the rain to
fall on the just and the unjust,” that we might become peacemakers who help end war and create a
culture of nonviolence, and so, fulfill our vocations
to be the beloved sons and daughters of the God of
peace, we pray: “God of Peace, hear our prayer.”
* For the church, that it might be a global community of Gospel nonviolence, that it might never
bless violence or justify war again, that it might
support and bless nonviolent campaigns for justice
and peace, and that it might always teach, practice, and model the nonviolence of Jesus, we pray:
“God of Peace, hear our prayer.”
* For an end to war, poverty, starvation, racism, sexism, executions, torture, abortion, nuclear weap-

Prayer

ons, global warming, and violence of every kind, we
pray: “God of Peace, hear our prayer.”
* For the coming of a new generation of peacemakers, for new teachers, prophets, apostles, champions, and saints of Gospel nonviolence who will help
the world turn from violence to nonviolence, who
will lead us to reject war and nuclear weapons, reconcile with one another, and create a new culture
of peace and nonviolence, we pray: “God of Peace,
hear our prayer.”
(Leader) God of peace, thank you for hearing
our prayers, all the prayers in our hearts
and all the prayers of the whole human race,
and we offer them in the name
of the nonviolent Jesus. Amen.

Closing Prayer
(Leader) Let us pray. (Moment of silence)
God of peace, thank you for calling us to follow the
nonviolent Jesus on the road to peace. Help us to
become your holy people of Gospel nonviolence.
Disarm our hearts that we might be instruments of
your disarming love. Make our church a community
of Gospel nonviolence, that rejects war and radiates your love and peace. Bless us to love one another and our enemies, to reconcile with everyone,
to resist injustice and spread the practice of nonviolence. Give us a new world without war, poverty,
nuclear weapons, global warming, or violence. Give
us your reign of nonviolence, here and now. We ask
this in the name of the nonviolent Jesus, our brother and our peace.

Excerpted from “Prayer Service for the International Day of Nonviolence,
October 2nd, 2009”
by Fr. John Dear, SJ.
Rally at the Hutto ICE Detention Center, Texas
photo courtesy of Pax Christi Texas

Disseminated by the Conference of Superiors’ General, Commission on Justice,
Peace and Integrity of Creation.
Also available at www.paxchristiusa.org
Use also on September 21st, the international day of prayer for peace.
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Retreats

Kairos Young Adult Day of Reflection

Kairos
Day of Reflection on Faith, Justice, Discipleship, & Peace for Students & Young Adults
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Kairos is a day of
logically and politicalreflection aimed at
ly—for the group to redeepening
Christian
flect on and to discern
discipleship, discerning
courses of action indithe signs of the times,
vidually and as comand building a united
munities.
Speakers
Catholic student-young
are available through
adult movement for
Pax Christi USA, inpeace and justice. From
cluding members of
the wars in Afghanistan
the Pax Christi USA naand Iraq to the global
tional council, nationwar on terror, global
al staff, Ambassadors
climate change to corof Peace, and others,
porate globalization,
as well as speakers
immigration to the colfrom Pax Christi USA
lapse of our economy,
partner organizations
Bible
Study
at
Kairos-Chicago,
July
2009.
these challenges have highlocally, nationally, and inphoto by Pax Christi USA staff
lighted the need for a uniternationally.
fied, visible response from
Participants will also
Catholic
student/young
have time to network and
adult activists rooted in their faith, their deep disci- share their experiences in campus and faith-based
pleship to Jesus, and the teachings of the Church.
organizing and their work on specific issues. There
“Kairos” is an ancient Greek word meaning the will be opportunities for participants to hold cauright or opportune moment. The ancient Greeks had cuses or “roundtables” around specific themes, istwo words for time, chronos and kairos. While the sues, concerns, etc. Individuals and groups are enformer refers to chronological or sequential time, couraged to bring any resources or information they
the latter signifies a time “in between,” an unde- would like to share with others.
termined period of time in which something special
The day of reflection weaves together time for
happens.
prayer and reflection, study and discussion, orgaPax Christi USA’s day of reflection is associated nizing and action, and is typically limited to about
with “kairos” in two capacities: 1.) our faith and twenty-five students/young adults, although other
the signs of the times point to the possibility of options can be negotiated.
something special happening at this moment in hisAdditionally, all hosting campuses, churches, or
tory; and 2.) the time of life between our late-teens organizations receive a free organizing toolkit from
on through our early-thirties is an “opportune” time Pax Christi USA, several Pax Christi USA resources in
for us to make decisions about who we are going to bulk, and two free scholarships to Pax Christi USA’s
be, what we are going to do in this world, and what annual summer Catholic conference on peacemakvalues and practices we are going to begin cultivat- ing.
ing for our lives.
Contact Johnny Zokovitch at johnnypcusa@yahoo.
This day of reflection is open to Pax Christi re- com or 352-219-8419 if you want to learn more or to
gions and local groups, colleges and universities, schedule a Kairos in your area.
campus Pax Christi or peace and justice groups, Pax
Go to www.paxchristiusa.org/about_us_young_
Christi high school chapters, young adult groups, org.asp for more information, to see photos from
parishes, and others.
recent Kairos days in Chicago and Cincinnati, and
Each day of reflection includes a keynote speaker to learn more about Pax Christi USA’s student and
or facilitator who will provide some context—theo- young adult organizing.

Regional Report, continued; Updates from
Pax Christi USA
PCUSA at SOA: Save the Date
council member, delivered remarks at the protest.
“For Pax Christi Texas, a Catholic peace and justice
organization, with groups throughout the state, I
want to express solidarity with all the people and
all the organizations who are concerned that we are
incarcerating children and families in the Hutto Detention Center here in Taylor, Texas,” Atwood stated. Atwood went on to quote a statement from U.S.
and Mexican bishops that asserts that we should

“defend the human rights of those in detention”
and that “migrants without documentation should
not be treated like criminals.” Atwood’s statement
finished by calling on the Obama Administration to
“correct this grave injustice, and that this nation
will demonstrate once again that it respects basic
human rights by shutting down this facility and not
opening any other such facilities. . .”

Bishop Thomas
Gumbleton and
Reverend Jon
Sobrino,
vigil to close the
School of the Americas (WHINSEC),
Columbus, Georgia,
November 2008
Photo by Johnny
Zokovitch

Save the Date:
Join Pax Christi USA at the SOA!
Friday evening, November 20, 2009 (tentative time is 6:30-9:30pm)
The Spirituality of Transformation: In the midst of economic collapse, political change, cultural
chaos, and religious conflict, what are we being called to? What does the way forward look like?
Join us for an evening of music, prayer, and conversation, with speakers who will address issues we
are facing and what real, deep, and lasting transformation may mean for us. We will gather as we
have for the past eight years on the eve of the SOA Vigil and Action outside Ft. Benning in Columbus,
Georgia. Plan on getting to Columbus early and being with us for this special event! In years past,
we have featured Rev. Jon Sobrino, Kathy Kelly, Bishop Gabino Zavala, Rev. John Dear, Rev. Roy Bourgeois, Marie Dennis, and more. SAVE THE DATE and look for more information on this year’s program
in the next newsletter and on Pax Christi USA’s Web site, www.paxchristiusa.org.
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Peoples’ Peace
Initiative
In 2003, to commemorate the twentieth anniversary
of their landmark peace pastoral, The Challenge of
Peace: God’s Promise and Our Response, the U.S.
Bishops Conference issued a statement, “Called to
be Peacemakers.” It reaffirmed the centrality of the
peacemaking vocation and included an invitation to
the faithful to reflect on ways they can be “sentinels
of peace.”
Responding to this invitation by the bishops, Pax
Christi USA began conversations with other national
Catholic organizations to explore how we might
collaborate on an effort to engage Catholics in
reflecting on this “essential vocation of peacemaking.”
The collaboration evolved into what became known as
“A Peoples’ Peace Initiative.”
The Initiative sought to “read the signs of the
times” in the current historical context and apply the
wisdom of Scripture and Catholic Social Teaching to
articulate the new challenges of peace we face. From
the beginning, a guiding principle was to place at the
center of reflection the experiences and perspectives
of those most marginalized in society, particularly
communities of color, women, and the impoverished.
This attempt was both a challenge and a commitment
to build greater racial diversity in the work of
peacemaking in the future. The Initiative also served
to more deeply root the work for justice as an essential
foundation for peace and to elevate the global common
good as central to the vision of the beloved community
to which we are all called as children of God.
Reading the Signs of the Time
At this moment in history, we can witness destructive
forms of political violence, economic apartheid,
social exclusion, and misplaced priorities in our local
communities and in our world. We find, too, that we
are living in a society increasingly marked by isolation,
alienation, and the disintegration of social, political,
cultural, and community cohesion. As more and more
people take their cues from the powerful socializing
influence of popular culture that is transmitted by our
media, traditional sources of wisdom and community
are forgotten and are losing their influence. This
loss of family and community support is further
compounded by a deterioration of credibility in our
social institutions.
The world of the twenty-first century is dramatically
different from the world of the original Peace Pastoral.
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Called to Be Peacemakers: Executive Summary
From our reflections, we found that the current
challenges to peace are closely akin to what Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. named more than forty years ago the
“giant triplets of racism, poverty, and war.” To these
three we add a fourth, environmental degradation,
which threatens the planet and the existence of future
generations. In the effort to examine the challenges to
peace and respond to the call to become peacemakers,
it is no coincidence that we have found common
ground as Catholic organizations and communities
working to abolish war and promote a just peace,
eradicate poverty and promote a just and ecologically
sustainable global economy, and dismantle racism and
promote racial equality and diversity.

We Celebrate Signs of Hope and Resistance
As we go forward to meet the challenges and promise
of peace, we look to the examples of Christ and our
Catholic traditions for the wisdom and courage to
embrace the vocation to become peacemakers. We
have found that we are not alone but are surrounded
by “a cloud of witnesses” (Hebrews 12:1-4), those
modern-day peacemakers who have faced challenges
head-on and given their lives in a generous offering
of justice, service, and love. Through their example,
we see the work we must continue, the hope we
must foster, and the resistance we must demonstrate
even in the face of great challenge.

Reflection from a PPI Group in New Mexico

Starting out as strangers, we dared to become a small, blessed community of peacemakers and justice
seekers. . . . The need to hear from the people themselves on peace issues is long overdue, especially
since the institutional church has been noticeably silent in recognizing and emphasizing that the evil
of war is as integral a part of a “consistent ethic of life” as the violence and immorality of abortion,
death penalty, euthanasia, etc. . . . It also seemed like an opportune time to explore the relatedness
and immediacy of war and peace issues to the daily struggles to find peace in our own hearts, families,
neighborhoods, communities, and country.
Theological Reflection on the Challenges of Peace
Our theological reflection on the challenges of peace
begins with our own encounter with the Risen Christ. It is
our encounter with Jesus that shapes our understanding
of peace. It is our experience of the Risen Christ in our
families and communities that gives expression to that
faith. That faith then impels us to look at the world
and to examine the obstacles to peace.
Our society has increasingly come to believe that
violence can be redemptive. Violence is thought to
have the power to conquer or save us from evil and to
establish justice. The power of violence seems more
seductive each day as it becomes the preferred way to
resolve conflicts.
Violence in all of its forms is sinful because it
destroys human dignity and the common good. When
violence becomes institutionalized—as poverty, war,
or racism—it becomes a form of idolatry, denying the
sovereignty of God and the redeeming power of Jesus
Christ’s love. As in the Gospel of John, instead of
truth, we get lies; instead of light, darkness; instead
of freedom, slavery; instead of life, death.

We believe it is essential for us, as Church, to
elevate a clear moral voice to call for an end to
all war as a means to resolving conflict. War truly
is a defeat for humanity. We must lead a global
movement to abolish war, just as those of a previous
generation led the movement to abolish slavery. We
must promote peace-making, peace-building, and
peace-keeping alternatives to establish justice and
the conditions for enduring peace.
We recognize that the Church is in a unique position
to lift its moral voice to call for a bold restructuring

Peoples’ Peace
Initiative
of an economic system that puts profits over people
and to challenge scandalous military spending in the
face of massive human need. We also believe that
given global warming and our nation’s over-reliance
on non-renewable energy sources, care for creation
and global restoration are also essential elements of
our work for peace.
We know that to end war and poverty, and to
achieve peace and ensure justice, we must work
untiringly to end the violence of racism in all of its
forms, from individual prejudice, to institutional
racism and systemic racial oppression. Together, as
people of color and white people, we must cultivate
solidarity, strong partnerships, and an understanding
of each other and ourselves.
Finally, we are committed to building the
foundations of the beloved community. We affirm
that we have heard the cries of our people, whose
suffering under the many disguises of violence has
pierced our hearts and whose aspirations have filled
us with hope. With them and with people of faith
throughout the world, we seek a world at peace,
where the dignity of each person, racial equality,
social and economic justice, and the integrity of the
whole creation form the heart of our peacemaking
efforts.
As Pax Christi, together with the Catholic
organizations that participated in the Peoples’ Peace
Initiative and with all people of good will, we affirm
our “essential vocation of peacemaking,” a vision
for peace and inclusive human security grounded in
the Gospel. As individuals, as a Church, as a nation—
we are “called to something new,” called to be
peacemakers, and to resolutely face together the
challenges and promise of peace in the twenty-first
century.

The final report, “Called to Be Peacemakers: The Challenge and Promise of Peace in
the Twenty-first Century” will be available in Spanish and English in September at
www.paxchristiusa.org. A People’s Peace Initiative was convened by Pax Christi USA.
Endorsing organizations: Association of Catholic Colleges and Universities, Catholic Charities USA ,
Catholic Committee of Appalachia, Catholics Against Capital Punishment, Conference of Major Superiors
of Men (CMSM), JustFaith, Leadership Conference of Women Religious (LCWR), Maryknoll Office for Global
Concerns, Mexican American Cultural Center, National Association of Black Catholic Administrators,
National Black Catholic Congress, National Catholic Council for Hispanic Ministry, National Council of
Catholic Women, National Federation of Catholic Youth Ministry, NETWORK: A National Catholic Social
Justice Lobby, Sisters of Mercy - Justice Office, Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur - Justice and Peace Office,
Tekakwitha Conference, U.S. Catholic Mission Association
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