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Coordinator’s 

Corner 
By Sue Malone 

 
It is an exciting time to be part of 

Pax Christi.  With Sr. Patricia 

Chappell, SNDdeN stepping into 

the position of PCUSA executive 

director, this transition period is a 

time for re-thinking and re-

evaluating the direction of Pax 

Christi.  Most of you already know 

of the move of the PCUSA office 

from Erie, PA to Washington DC.  

At the recent National Council 

meeting a decision was made to 

employ a different strategy for the 

coming year.  The following quote 

from the letter sent out by Sr. Josie 

Chrosniak, HM, National Council 

Chair, and Sr. Patricia speaks to 

the need for a new direction. 

 

―As we move forward, there is a 

sense that a new direction is called 

for in these times—a direction 

which raises up a new generation 

of leaders throughout our 

organization, which authentically 

embraces communities of color, 

which attends to and cultivates the 

gifts and experiences of members 

working for peace and justice in 

cities and towns throughout our 

nation, and which binds all of us 

together more strongly so that we 

can speak with one voice on the 

issues about which we are 

passionate and present a unified 

witness to the values we all share 

as gospel-based peacemakers.‖ 

 

Steps to accomplish this goal call 

for moving the Washington DC 

National Conference from 2012 to 

the summer of 2013.  During this 

year of building the organization 

regional meetings will be held in a 

variety of locations throughout the 

country.  These meetings will 

include Sr. Patty Chappell and a 

national leadership delegation 

formed from among national staff 

and National Council members.   

 

 
Sr. Patricia Chappell, SNDdeN 

(www.paxchristiusa.org) 

 

They have asked that at least 40 

Pax Christi members attend each 

regional meeting. 

 

I am pleased to report that Pax 

Christi Massachusetts will 

probably be hosting one of the 

regional meetings in conjunction 

with our yearly Fall Assembly.  As 

 

Continued on page 2 

My Sabbatical 

Library  
By Sr. Jane Morrissey 

 
PC-MA Board member Jane 

Morrissey, SSJ, was on sabbatical 

from July 1, 2010 to June 30, 

2011.  This account of her journey 

is the second of two parts (the first 

appeared in our last newsletter). 

 

My sabbatical year unfolded for 

me as does my Sabbath, at least in 

my intent.  In my heart I made 

more room than usual for stillness, 

silence, and solitude and watched 

where they led me.  Their spirit 

taught me at many levels.  They 

also gave me enviable time to read.  

 

In early summer during my thirty-

day retreat I first picked up a book 

other than the Bible to accompany 

me.  It was Etty.  The Saint Martin 

Press volume contained all the 

extant writings of Etty Hillesum, 

someone introduced to me decades 

earlier by Sr. Betsy Sullivan.  Etty, 

who became the first of many 

 

Continued on page 3 

 

NOTE: To promote a greener 

future with a leaner budget, 

print copies of future issues of 

this newsletter will be mailed 

only to our readers who have no 

access to email. 

http://paxchristiusa1.files.wordpress.com/2011/10/sr-patricia-head-shot.jpg
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Continued from page 1 
 

requested, we have proposed two 

possible dates, October 27 and 

November 3, and have received 

tentative approval.  Materials will 

be provided by PCUSA prior to the 

meeting so that members can be 

prepared to participate.  More 

details will be coming out as 

preparations unfold.  

 

The announcement of these 

regional meetings and the need for 

new direction spoke directly to the 

issues I had planned to raise in this 

column.  When I attended the Pax 

Christi National Conference in 

2010, Bishop Gumbleton presided 

at the closing liturgy and ended it 

with a call to ―renew‖ the Vow of 

Nonviolence.   There was no 

explanation or discussion of the 

vow.  Our 2011 PCMA Assembly 

also closed with a ―renewal.‖   

 

The nagging thought in the back of 

my mind got louder.  I knew there 

were people attending for the first 

time.  I questioned whether it was 

trivializing the vow to assume that 

everyone there was informed and 

willing to take it.  I checked with 

our local chapter.  Only three of 

our nine members had taken the 

vow, and no one else was really 

familiar with it, including those 

who had attended the assembly. 

 

Since taking the Vow of 

Nonviolence was a prominent part 

of becoming a Pax Christi member 

in the past, this situation says one 

thing to me.  Pax Christi 

membership is either stagnant or 

growing very slowly, and there is a 

huge age gap between those of us 

who have been members for a long 

time and the occasional college or 

high school chapter.  What 

happens to those high school or 

college members when they 

graduate?  There are some in the 

20-40 age group, but they are few. 

 

Unlesss we attract new and 

especially younger members, Pax 

Christi will cease to exist.  Youth 

development seems to be one of 

the priorities of the national staff, 

and the appointment of Brian 

Ashmankas, a new member of the 

Massachusetts State Board, as 

Assistant Vice-President for Youth 

Development, is a step in the right 

direction for us. 

 
             Brian Ashmankas 
 

In our local group we have decided 

to do a study of the booklet The 

New Moment, the book I used as 

preparation for the vow.  It is 

available for free download on the 

Pax Christi USA website under 

Resources.  It will be a good 

review for those of us who took 

the vow years ago and an 

introduction for our newer 

members.  I found it especially 

interesting to see what I had 

written when I read the book in the 

80‘s and what I would say now. 

 

Yes, it is an exciting time to be a 

member of Pax Christ.  It is both 

exciting and, I believe, a hopeful 

time, as we prayerfully commit 

again to bring the Peace of Christ 

to our lives, our families and the 

larger world. 

The Grace of 

Witness 
By Pat Ferrone 

 

Far from the war zones, prisons or 

hidden sites where torture and 

unmerciful detention take place, 

we who live relatively safe lives 

find it hard to sustain a belief in 

the reality of these quotidian 

activities.  But sometimes the 

hidden is made visible and we 

acknowledge realities that trouble 

our souls, the place where the pain 

of others can stir up compassion 

and outrage, twin sisters to action. 

And though we may remain only 

distant witnesses to the horrors, we 

are compelled to protest the 

demons of legitimized brutality. 

 

From January 2-13, members of 

Witness Against Torture gathered 

in Washington, D.C. to 

communally participate in a liquid-

only fast,  and to pray and bear 

witness to ‗what should not be‘ – 

the continuing existence of 

Guantanamo Bay, where 171 men 

languish, many held since the 

―hell-hole‖ prison opened ten years 

ago.   

 

Ninety men have been cleared for 

release but remain in limbo, 

fearing they will never be freed, a 

fear augmented by the recent 

passage of the National Defense 

Authorization Act (NDAA), which 

allows for indefinite detention.  

Others await explanations for their 

incarceration or charges. and the 

opportunity to tell their stories, but 

barriers of intransigent injustice 

stand in their way.  

For the duration of our stay, we 

engaged in daily witness – at the 

Pentagon, the White House, and on 

the streets of D.C.  For ninety-two 

hours a ―cage,‖ positioned in front 
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of the White House, was occupied 

by different member of Witness.   

We were told of many efforts to 

close Guantanamo, repeal the 

NDAA, and demand accountability 

for policies that gravely harm both 

victims and perpetrators.  We 

listened to Andy Worthington, a 

stalwart chronicler of abuses, who 

said that ―No one will leave 

Guantanamo until we push for it 

and educate people.‖   

 

Lawyer Juan Mendez, Special 

Rapporteur on Torture for the UN, 

said that the practice of torture, 

once considered ―beyond the 

pale,‖ is more tolerated and 

justified post-9/11. Sr. Patricia 

Chappell, Executive Director of 

Pax Christi, said, ―No end can ever  

 

 
Pat Ferrone at Witness Against 

Torture, January 10, 2012 

 

justify torture.‖  And, quoting Fr. 

William Kavanaugh, she said that 

―Torture is a sacrament in the 

liturgy of the state.‖  

 

On January 11
th
, Witness was 

joined by nearly a thousand peace-

makers from across the country, 

including members of Amnesty 

International, National Religious 

Campaign Against Torture, and  

Pax Christi, as 171 of us in orange 

jump suits and black hoods, with 

hands ―shackled,‖ led a  two mile 

walk, in the rain and cold, from the 

White House to the Supreme 

Court.   

 

Our identities became those of the 

Guantanamo detainees - Shaker, 

Djamel, Abdul, Ahmed.  We were 

sustained by the presence of one 

another, and also heartened and 

humbled by the news that many 

Guantanamo detainees, hearing of 

our efforts on their behalf, were 

engaged in a peaceful protest and 

fast in solidarity with us.   

 

Though we were silent in 

procession, the words we‘d often 

sung aloud accompanied us as a 

prayer mantra: ―Courage, Muslim 

brothers.  You do not walk alone. 

We will walk with you, and sing 

your spirit home.‖ 

 

And now, the work of peace-

making continues.  May the Holy 

Spirit bless us with the courage to 

become prophetic truth-tellers, 

especially in our faith 

communities, and to embody the 

hope and promise of Pax Christi in 

all our efforts to close 

Guantanamo, bring an end to the 

practice of torture and indefinite 

detention, and release those 

unjustly bound. 

 

PC-MA Board member Pat 

Ferrone participated in the 

Witness Against Torture fast and 

action in Washington, D.C. in 

January 2012. 

 

 

My Sabbatical 

Library 
 

Continued from page 1 

 

companions I came to know, or 

know better, through my sabbatical 

reading and reflection. 

Unknowingly I had embarked on a 

road that over and over again 

acquainted me with companions 

with whom I now hope to spend 

the rest of my life.  May I 

introduce you to five of them?  

 

They escorted me on a mental 

pilgrimage that held before me as 

my guiding light and destination: 

peace.  From them I began to know 

in a new way the truth of Gandhi‘s 

insight that it is insufficient for 

peacemakers to do good.  We must 

protest evil.  I further realized that 

I had too long turned a blind eye to 

the evils of my lifetime.  It was 

time for me to dare open my eyes 

to them that I might resist, if only 

in retrospect.  Didn‘t Dorothy Day 

teach me that if I put my faith in 

the One beyond time I can even 

influence the past? 

 

In Etty I read about the Holocaust 

with new eyes, the forgiving eyes  

   Etty Hillesum (www.ikonrtv.nl) 

 

of Etty Hillesum, not yet thirty 

years old and rapidly and 

unexpectedly developing a 

spiritual life at the same time that 

she is on the brink of the probable 

extermination of her family and 

closest friends.  Her 

uncompromising embrace of 

unconditional love on the edge of 

extinction brought me to the 

realization of the vastness of God‘s 

grace and my own need, if I might 

borrow one of her expressions, to 

help God especially when I deduce 

from all I see that God is not 

helping me.  Her indefatigable, 

humble acts of loving in 

Westerbork drew my attention to 

loving in little things, whatever the 

circumstance.  I kept reading her 

diary and letters, over and over, bit 

by bit, for the greater part of the 

year. 
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In the fall I found in my bookcase 

my dusty copy of The Gulag 

Archipelago, a gift unread that Srs. 

Mary and Eleanor Dooley had 

given me when hospitalized in the 

mid-seventies.  As Etty had  drawn 

me to love, Aleksander 

Solzhenitsyn dragged me toward 

truth through the grim horrors of  

captivity and brutality in the Soviet 

courts and prisons.  I learned to 

suffer willingly through reading 

enormous unspeakable injustice.   

 

In one footnote my heart broke at 

the story of healthy eight-year old 

Zoya Vlasova, who, after knowing 

her father to have been arrested 

and hauled off to trial and 

imprisonment, could not lift her 

eyes from the earth and, as the old 

women of her village prophesied 

she would, died within a year of 

inflammation of the brain, crying 

―Where is my papa? Give me my 

papa!‖  As Solzhenitsyn 

concludes, ―When we count up the 

millions of those who died in the 

camps, we forget to multiply them 

by two, by three.‖ 

 

In winter the bookshelves in 

Orange, California, led me in a 

different direction, to Pierre 

Teilhard de Chardin and his 

Letters from a Traveller.  I had 

known him since my teen years, 

but his letters opened my eyes 

wider to the riches of Earth, the 

mysteries of God etched by the 

ages in her body.  His prayer, 

―May the Lord only preserve in me 

a passionate taste for the world, 

and a great gentleness, and may He 

help me persevere to the end in the 

fullness of humanity‖ stayed with 

me.  As our Orange community of 

twenty priests and sisters prayed 

with our sisters there through the 

first anniversary of the earthquake 

in Haiti, I ached the more to find a 

way to love the earth so much that 

we can reverse repeated omens and 

acts of seemingly irreversible 

destruction. 

   

 Spring came in Europe.  I watched 

forsythia break through its shells 

with gold and fall to the earth 

across England, France, Germany, 

and Spain.  There I watched with 

Sisters from the Far East, the 

States, and Europe coverage of the 

tsunami and consequent nuclear 

disaster at Fukushima and heard 

their memories from service in 

lands where Muslims are the 

majority as the Arab Spring 

emerged.  At the entry to a humble 

parish church near Bas-en-Basset, 

where centuries ago Mother St. 

John Fontbonne, dragged by 

soldiers, defied in the sanctuary the 

powers of her time, I noticed on a 

small table dog-eared religious 

books that seemed to have been 

left for the taking.  

 

My eyes focused on one with a 

puzzling title that reminded me of 

both Etty Hillesum and her 

unquenchable love and 

Solzhenitsyn and dear Zoya 

Vlasova and their dire realities.  I 

thought I could translate the title, 

Une Sourire dans le Gulag.  A 

smile in the Gulag?  At the 

International Centre, I went to the 

Web to find if it had been 

translated into English.  It had. 

 

Though not a writer on the scale of 

the classical authors I had read, 

Nijole Sadunaite has an important 

story to tell in her underground 

journal of the persecution and 

heroism of Catholics in Lithuania. 

Her faith merits the English title, A 

Radiance in the Gulag.  Like 

Etty‘s work, it trumpets the power 

of God‘s spirit on earth and urges 

readers to rely on divine power 

more often, more faithfully, and 

with more impartial love.  

 

This theme that sustained me 

through my sabbatical and keeps 

me believing that true peace will 

one day be ours, however arduous 

and long the struggle, however 

numerous the evils we must 

protest, however evasive and 

fragile the good for which we long, 

illuminates the pages of Nijole 

Sadunaite.  Blessedly in Germany 

at my nephew‘s apartment I even 

had dinner with a Lithuanian 

woman who once sat next to her at 

the dinner table where she now 

lives.  Nijole trusted in the mercy 

of God toward all. 

 

My sabbatical year ended with my 

return to an author whom I have 

loved and repeatedly reread since 

Sr. James Mary introduced me to 

her in my teens.  For me, no other 

author has so immersed me in 

God‘s mercy as has Sigrid Undset, 

the Norwegian woman who won 

 

       
Sigrid Undset as a young woman 

(witness2christ.blogspot.com) 

 

the Nobel prize for literature back 

in 1929.  She once said that she 

became a convert to Catholicism 

by the writing of her trilogy, 

Kristin Lavransdatter about her 

beloved country in the 13
th
 

century.  This time, for the first 

time, I read The Master of 

Hestviken, another powerful 

journey through the mercy of God.  

How periods of silence, solitude, 

and stillness juxtapose themselves 

to the passionate activity of 

humanity in both works!  

 

What is of greater worth than 

immersion in God?  Call it unity. 

Call it peace.  In my reading, in my 

prayer, on my pilgrimage, it was 

for me the beating heart of 

sabbatical. 

http://witness2christ.blogspot.com/2011/11/free-will-even-in-snake-pit.html
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Pax Christi MA  

Fall Fundraising 

Appeal a Success 
By Nancy Small 
 

As our Fundraising/Finance 

Committee began to plan for our 

2011 Fall Appeal, we wondered 

how our request for financial 

support would be received.  In 

2010, we conducted our first 

fundraising appeal in our region‘s 

history, and it was an 

overwhelming success.  Would our 

members be able to offer support 

for a second year? 

 

Once again, your response was 

heartfelt and humbling.  As of this 

writing, we have received $3,925 

in contributions to our 2011 Fall 

Appeal.  You have moved us well 

beyond our goal of $3,000, and our 

hearts are filled with gratitude.  

Thank you for digging deep into 

your pockets to donate as you are 

able.  There are so many non-profit 

organizations seeking assistance 

these days, and we understand the 

need to make choices in your 

charitable contributions.  Your 

continued support of Pax Christi 

MA gives us the financial footing 

we need to keep the flame of peace 

burning bright in our region.  And 

it reinforces our belief that our 

members truly value our work. 

 

Your donations will be used to 

fund the following programs and 

projects: 

 

*Our Spring 2012 Pax Christi MA 

retreat, The Power of Forgiveness 

and Reconciliation, on Saturday, 

April 14, with Marie Dennis, 

Director of the Maryknoll Office 

of Global Concerns and Co-

President of Pax Christi 

International 

 

*Publication of our next twice-

yearly newsletter issue 

 

*Steps to make the Pax Christi MA 

website a more effective tool for 

education, organizing and 

communication 

  

*Our Fall 2012 Assembly (details 

forthcoming) 

Those of you who contributed to 

our Fall Appeal may have noticed 

a change in the way your 

contribution was acknowledged.  

Most of you received a letter from 

us via e-mail detailing your total 

contributions to Pax Christi MA 

for 2011.  Hard copies of this letter 

were sent out to individuals via 

regular mail only when we didn‘t 

have an e-mail address for you.   

 

 
 

Sending acknowledgements via e-

mail helps us to reduce our 

administrative costs so that we can 

devote more of our funds toward 

programs and education.  If you 

received an e-mail 

acknowledgement and prefer to 

receive a hard copy via regular 

mail, please contact our Treasurer, 

Ron Holman, at 

paxchristima@gmail.com or by 

calling 508-695-3896. 

 

On behalf of the entire 

Fundraising/Finance Committee, I 

thank you for your generous 

support of our work and for all you 

do to kindle the fire of peace in a 

world where it is sorely needed. 

 

Nancy Small is a Pax Christi 

Massachusetts board member. 

 

 

Book Review: 

President for Peace 

By Bill Waters 

 

In his popular new book, Jack 

Kennedy: Elusive Hero (Simon 

&Schuster, 2011), Chris Matthews 

reminds us of President Kennedy‘s 

deep yearning for peace and 

nuclear disarmament.  On the 

issues of war and peace, Chris 

quotes President Kennedy as 

follows: 

 

“We must face the truth that the 

people have not been horrified by 

war to a sufficient extent to force 

them to go to any extent rather 

than have another war.” 

 

“Mankind must put an end to war 

– or war will put an end to 

mankind.” 

 

“What kind of peace do I mean? 

Not the peace of the grave or the 

security of the slave. I am talking 

about genuine peace, the kind of 

peace that makes life on earth 

worth living, the kind that enables 

man and nations to grow and to 

hope and to build a better life for 

their children – not merely peace 

for Americans, but peace for all 

men and women – not merely 

peace in our time, but peace for all 

time.” 

 

With respect to the drive for 

nuclear disarmament, Chris 

provides us with the following 

quotes from President Kennedy: 

 

“Ever since the longbow when 

man has developed new weapons 

and stockpiled them, somebody has 

come along and used them. I don’t 

know how we can escape it with 

nuclear weapons.” 

 

“Our primary long-range interest 

….is general and complete 

disarmament – designed to take 

place by stages, permitting 

mailto:paxchristima@gmail.com
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parallel political developments to 

build the new institutions of peace 

which would take the place of 

arms.” 

 

In his own words, Chris sums up 

President Kennedy‘s commitment 

to nuclear disarmament as follows: 

 

“At the very heart of his 

presidency was his mission to keep 

his country from nuclear war.  It 

would be, he knew, a battle from 

which no winners could emerge.” 

 

“What he cared about, above all, 

was making sure the nuclear genie 

got put back in the bottle…..” 

Nothing mattered more to him.” 

 

Forty-eight years after his 

assassination, it behooves us to 

seriously reflect on these words of 

wisdom and to give them the same 

high priority that President 

Kennedy did.   

 

Bill Waters is a member of the 

Rhode Island Pax Christi group. 

 
 

Pax Christi 

Massachusetts 

Presents at Boston 

Archdiocese Justice 

Convocation 
By Ronald Holman 

 

A three- member team from Pax 

Christi Massachusetts made a 

presentation at the Archdiocese of 

Boston‘ s third annual Justice 

Convocation on October 29, 2011, 

at the Archdiocesan Pastoral 

Center in Braintree.  This was the 

first time that Pax Christi was 

invited to lead an individual 

breakout session at this event.   

 

The Justice Convocation is an 

attempt by the Archdiocese to 

foster the establishment of a 

Justice committee in each parish of 

the Archdiocese by presenting a 

variety of groups each year whose 

work and commitment is dedicated 

to some aspect of social justice. 

About 200 individuals from 

parishes throughout the 

Archdiocese attended this year's 

event.  

 

Ten groups participated in the 

breakout sessions representing 

immigration and refugees, global 

poverty, economic justice, housing 

and homelessness, respect for life, 

prison ministry, and peace and 

 

 
 

justice.  Pax Christi was the only 

group in the peace and justice 

category.  The format for the 

breakout sessions was for each 

group to make one fifty minute  

presentation in either of two 

sessions.  Attendees chose one 

breakout topic for each session. 

Pax Christi drew the second 

session and presented in the media 

room of the Pastoral Center.  The 

room was over flowing with 

people eager to hear our message. 

  

Because many Catholics are 

unfamiliar with the work of Pax 

Christi, our panelists decided to 

make a three part presentation.  

The first part, presented by Bill 

Kremmell, a retired archdiocesan 

priest and Pax Christi MA board 

member, focused on the 

connection of peace with the virtue 

of justice.  The second part, 

presented by Nancy Small, a 

former executive director of Pax 

Christi USA, gave a history and 

background of the organization. 

The third part, given by Ronald 

Holman, featured examples of how 

Pax Christi activities fit in with 

local peace communities and 

parishes. 

 

The presenters answered questions 

after about a half hour into the fifty 

minute session.  Several people 

joined our mailing list for the 

newsletter and asked questions 

about the whereabouts of local 

groups.  Many of the younger 

people in the audience questioned 

the lack of specific action by the 

local groups. 

  

A table and banner were set up in 

the lobby of the Archdiocesan 

Pastoral Center in Braintree to 

distribute free material and sell 

some books.  This table was 

staffed primarily by fellow Pax 

Christi MA board member Nancy 

Carapezza  and served as an 

additional means to communicate 

with convocation attendees.  The 

feedback from attendees and 

organizers was very positive. 

 

Ron Holman is Treasurer of Pax 

Christi Massachusetts. 

  

Immigration Talk a 

Success By Sue Malone 
 

―Catholic Social Teaching and the 

Current Immigration Situation‖ 

was the topic of a talk by Kevin 

Appleby, Director of Policy and 

Public Affairs Office, Migration 

and Refugee Services for the 

United States Conference of 

Catholic Bishops on Sunday 

evening, April 19, at St. Rose of 

Lima in Northborough.  Pax Christ 

Central MA and Pax Christi Holy 

Cross had an information table.  

Approximately 135 people 

attended, indicating a solid interest 

in the issue.  
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The Power of Forgiveness & 

Reconciliation 

 

A Retreat sponsored by Pax Christi Massachusetts 
will be held at 

St. Gabriel the Archangel Parish 

151 Mendon Street, Upton, MA 

Mendon Street intersects Route 140 (Main St.) in Upton 

Saturday, April 14, 2012, 9:00am – 4:00pm 

Registration 8:30am 

(There will be a parish Mass at 5:00pm) 

 

 

                  Retreat Leader Marie Dennis            

Marie Dennis is the director of the Maryknoll Office for Global Concerns in Washington, DC.  A 
laywoman and mother of six adult children, she has worked for Maryknoll since 1989, focusing 
on Africa and the global economy, particularly debt. Her books include St. Francis and the 
Foolishness of God and Oscar Romero: Reflections on His Life and Writings. She is the co-
president of Pax Christi International, past chairperson of the Pax Christi USA national council 
and an Ambassador of Peace for Pax Christi USA.  Marie is a member of the Assisi 
Community in Washington, D.C. and is a contributing editor for Sojourners magazine.  She 
offers retreats and workshops on topics of social justice, peacemaking and nonviolence. 

 

 

Registration Form 

Name________________________ Street Address_________________________ 

City/State__________________________Phone/Email_____________________ 

Donation -- $35 (Lunch Included) Early registration is desirable to plan for lunch. 

I would like to be a Retreat Sponsor and will donate an additional $____ to help defray the 

cost of the Retreat. Retreat Sponsor donations are tax deductible. 

Mail Registration and check, made out to “Pax Christi MA.” to 

Ronald Holman, 15 Chris Drive, N. Attleboro, MA 02760 
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Local Group 

Report: Holy Cross 

College Pax Christi 

By Matt King 

 

Holy Cross Pax Christi is having a 

great academic year.  At the 

beginning of the academic year, 

we had over 85 students sign up to 

be on our e-mail list, updating 

them on what Pax Christi was 

doing on campus and reminding 

them to come to weekly meetings. 

With that said, at weekly meetings 

we have a group ranging in size 

from 15-20 students every week! 

We attribute this large number of 

students interested in Pax to the 

issues we talk about and the 

projects we undertake.  

 

 
Holy Cross Pax Christi members 

prepare to lobby Congress 

 

Last fall, Holy Cross Pax Christi 

was involved with many 

initiatives, including working to 

get Holy Cross fair trade certified, 

organizing an educational vigil on 

the 22
nd

 memorial of the 

University of Central America  

massacre, and traveling to  

Washington D.C. to attend a  

teach- in for justice, in addition to 

lobbying Massachusetts 

representatives and senators.  The  

 

trip to D.C. to attend the Ignatian 

Family Teach-In was a time for 

members of Holy Cross Pax 

Christi to expand their 

understanding of spreading peace 

and justice on our college campus 

while allowing us as students to 

talk to other students who are also 

passionate about making positive 

change in the world.  

 

The members of Holy Cross Pax 

Christi also took full advantage of 

being in the nation‘s capitol to 

meet with both representatives and 

senators in order to show their 

support for the Dream Act, the 

closure of the School of Americas, 

and a readjustment of foreign aid 

aimed at supporting more 

humanitarian aid relief over the 

funding of arms.   

 

A week after returning to 

Worcester from D.C., the Pax 

Christi Holy Cross community 

organized a vigil remembering the 

six Jesuits and their house keeper 

and her daughter who were slain at 

UCA. At the vigil site (which was 

truly beautiful), members of Holy 

Cross Pax Christi collected names 

for a public appeal supporting the 

issues that members had lobbied 

for the previous week.  

 

This semester we are still very 

motivated to make positive change 

on campus and around the world. 

Holy Cross Pax Christi is currently 

working with other groups on 

campus and have drafted a 

compact to allow Fair Trade to 

become a larger presence on 

campus.  Holy Cross Pax Christi is 

also planning a week on war and 

peace for the last week in March. 

Our hopes for this week are to 

shed light on the costs of war: 

human, monetary, and 

environmental, and to cultivate a 

feeling for hope on campus for a 

more peaceful tomorrow.  

 

All Pax Christi members at Holy 

Cross wish for a more peaceful 

tomorrow and understand the 

pivotal role education in college 

plays in shaping individuals‘  

 

 
Holy Cross vigil site with names of 

the eight UCA martyrs on crosses  

 

understanding of the world around 

them; it is with this understanding 

that we as a community work 

together, and with resolve, to bring 

education and – hopefully - change 

to our campus.  

 

Matt King, a sophomore at Holy 

Cross College, is a Pax Christi 

Massachusetts board member. 

___________________________ 

 

Local Group 

Report: LaSalette 

Peace Community 
By Ronald Holman 

 

The LaSalette Peace Community 

had a busy summer and fall, with a 

variety of 

events and 

activities.  

The first 

was a 

Mass 

honoring 

the memory of those lost on 

September 11, 2001.  Members of 

the Peace Community created 

special prayers of thanksgiving, a 

memorial program, and served as 

altar servers and Eucharistic 

Ministers.  A banner in the form of 
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an American flag was draped from 

the front of the altar with the 

names of all the people who died 

during the attacks.  An hour of 

reflection and discussion followed 

the Mass with the theme of how 

those events changed us and our 

country. 

 

Nearby Wheaton college invited 

members to attend a ceremony 

honoring Sister Helen Prejean on 

October 6, 2011.  Sister Helen is 

widely known as the author of the 

book Dead Man Walking and a  

passionate opponent of the death 

penalty.  She shared some of her 

stories during the talk after the 

presentation of the award, and 

signed copies of her book (shown 

in photo below). 

 

The community continued the 

practice of renewing their vow of 

personal 

nonviolence 

in the month 

of October – 

close to the 

feast of St 

Francis.  The 

vow was renewed on Saturday, 

October 8, 2011 during the 4:30 

Mass.  The community plan to 

share their struggles with keeping 

their vow as part of their monthly 

meeting.  In the past sharing one‘s 

struggles has helped with living 

the practice. 

 

Finally, the community continued 

the practice of education and 

outreach for Pax Christi by staffing 

a table in the Welcoming Center at 

the National Shrine of Our Lady of 

LaSalette during the Christmas 

Festival of Lights at the Shrine. 

Many children enjoyed receiving 

the paper peace doves which serve 

as Christmas tree ornaments, and 

adults were interested in the vow 

of personal nonviolence and the 

Examen prayer. 

 

Ron Holman is Treasurer of Pax 

Christi Massachusetts. 

Reconciliation: Rising 

from the Ashes of 

Destruction: Pax 

Christi MA 2011 

Assembly: Two Reports  
By Jane Morrissey, SSJ, and 

Jeanne Allen 
 

In the mid 1970s I was invited to 

write my first article about a 

Catholic peace assembly.  It had 

been my first. I remember 

launching my reflection by 

acknowledging that I felt I walked 

into a field of tulips blooming for 

Easter.  

 

The metaphor of walking into the 

Paschal mystery has since been 

tempered, but Colleen Kelly, 

accompanied by Massachusetts 

neighbors Loretta Filipov and 

Terry Rockefeller, all members of 

September Eleventh Families for 

Peaceful Tomorrows, certainly, 

unflinchingly, and generously 

brought us to their experience on 

Mount Calvary and at the 

Resurrection.  From their depth, in 

person and on film, they spoke the 

faith that brought them through 

tragic loss to the creation of a new 

and rising Way in the movement. 

The three had lost close family 

members—brother, husband, 

sister—on September 11, 2001, 

and thus become peacemakers. 

  

In the afternoon session, by 

wrestling with the truth and relying 

on the Spirit‘s voice as a Marine 

veteran peacemaker, so, too, did 

John Schuchardt of the House of 

Peace in Ipswich lead us toward 

Christ‘s own death and 

Resurrection.  

 

Saint Susanna‘s Parish in Dedham 

hosted the 2011 Fall Assembly of 

Pax Christi Massachusetts.  Sue 

Malone, Chair of the 

Massachusetts chapter, Nancy 

Small, and Pat Ferrone deftly 

coordinated the day‘s activities and 

prayer.  The Assembly embodied 

the spirit of the Pax Christi 

movement, calling all with a 

prophetic voice to move beyond 

mourning into reconciliation, 

through honest dialogue and 

respect for diversity.  In addition to 

sharing personal experience, the 

presentation focused on key tenets 

of Families for Peaceful 

Tomorrows: the rule of law; 

respect for civil liberties; 

acceptance of differences; and the 

need for international connectivity. 

John Schuchardt called us closer to 

the clarion cry of the Scripture as 

embodied in Mary‘s Magnificat.  

 

-Jane Morrissey, SSJ, is on the Pax 

Christi Massachusetts board. 

 
Pax Christi Massachusetts honored 

two recipients with its Peacemaker 

Awards this year.  This year being 

the tenth anniversary of 9/11, it is a 

unique opportunity to publicize a 

group who has lived a peaceful 

response to terror and loss.  

September 11
th
 Families for 

Peaceful Tomorrows arose from a 

moment of horror, deep personal 

loss and a world seemingly gone 

mad.  The calls for vengeance 

were rampant, and yet a small 

group remained faithful to the love 

of Jesus in the depths of their own 

suffering. 

 

Their steadfast public call to 

respond in a way that is life-

affirming and grounded in hope 

and love rather than hate and fear 

and sustaining that vision over the  

past ten years is an example to us 

all.   

 

As Sue Malone put it, ―I can only 

remember when the bombing 

started after 9/11, and it seemed 

every car was flying a flag and the 

entire world had gone crazy.  A 

group of us were on the.   

 

Continued on page 11 
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                                    2012 Pax Christi Massachusetts Peacemaker Award Nomination 

                                     To be awarded at Fall 2012 Assembly (date pending confirmation)  

 

This award is given to an outstanding peacemaker who embodies the ideals of Pax Christi.  She or he need not be 

a member of Pax Christi and may be a person as young as 16, or older.  Nominations may be submitted by PC-

MA members, teachers, campus ministers, parish pastoral leaders, youth ministers, family members or friends 

who have been inspired by the nominee. 

 

DEADLINE: Nominations must be received by May 1, 2012. 

SEND TO: Pax Christi MA, 947 Park Street, Attleboro, MA 02703 (please copy or clip above) 

 

Nominee‘s name/s______________________________________________________________ 

School, if applicable_____________________________________________________________ 

Address_______________________________________________________________________ 

Phone__________________________________Email__________________________________ 

 

Social justice & peacemaking activities, volunteer involvement, etc. (attach, as needed) 

Your name______________________________Relationship to nominee___________________ 

Address_______________________________________________________________________ 

Phone__________________________________Email__________________________________ 

 

                                          

                                             ******************************************* 

 

                     2012 Pax Christi Massachusetts John Leary Youth Peacemaker Award Nomination 

                                       To be awarded at Fall 2012 Assembly (date pending confirmation)  

 

This award is given to an outstanding young peacemaker who embodies the ideals of Pax Christi, as John Leary 

lived them.  John was a Harvard University graduate who worked with PC Massachusetts co-founder Gordon 

Zahn at the Pax Christi Center on Conscience and War in Cambridge and died at age 24 while jogging to Haley 

House, a Catholic Worker House in Boston, during the summer of 1982. 

 

Nominees for the John Leary Award need not be members of Pax Christi but must be no older than 24.  

Nominations may be submitted by PC-MA members, teachers, campus ministers, parish pastoral leaders, youth 

ministers, family members or friends who have been inspired by the nominee. 

 

DEADLINE: Nominations must be received by May 1, 2012. 

SEND TO: Pax Christi MA, 947 Park Street, Attleboro, MA 02703 (please copy or clip above) 

 

Nominee‘s name/s______________________________________________________________ 

School, if applicable_____________________________________________________________ 

Address_______________________________________________________________________ 

Phone__________________________________Email__________________________________ 

 

Social justice & peacemaking activities, volunteer involvement, etc. (attach, as needed) 

Your name______________________________Relationship to nominee___________________ 

Address_______________________________________________________________________ 

Phone__________________________________Email__________________________________ 
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We are currently seeking 

nominations for the Pax Christi 

MA Board of Directors.  Board 

members are elected for two-year 

terms and share a desire to create a 

world that reflects the Peace of 

Christ through the practice of 

Christian nonviolence.  Meetings 

are held quarterly at Holy Cross 

College in Worcester.   

 

Elections for new board members 

will be held at our 2012 Fall 

Assembly, and nominees will be 

accepted through September.    

Please contact Nancy Small at 

smallbanis@earthlink.net or 508-

797-1437.  Nominees of all ages 

and backgrounds are welcome, and 

we especially invite nominations 

of young adults.  Thank you! 

 

Reconciliation… 
 

Continued from page 9 

 

Westborough Rotary protesting.  

Some people stopped, came over 

to us and said, ‗We are so glad to 

see you here.  We thought we were 

the only ones who felt that way.‘ 

 

This anniversary presents a unique 

opportunity to again give publicity 

to those who did not respond the 

way it seemed most of the country 

did.  Truly, we are so glad to see 

you here, 9/11 Families for 

Peaceful Tomorrows.  You light 

the way in a time of darkness.‖ 

 

Loretta Filipov received the award 

on the group‘s behalf. 

 

               
Loretta Filipov, whose husband, 

Alexander Filipov, died on 9/11/01 

 
Kay Pfeiffer deserves recognition 

for her long lifetime of working for 

peace through the seasons of her 

life.  I first met Kay at a Pax 

Christi Massachusetts meeting at 

St. Patrick‘s in Natick.  She was a 

member of their Peace and Justice 

Committee for many years.   

 

But even before that, she raised a 

family in the values of Christian 

non-violence, and worked as a 

nurse bringing peace to troubled 

bodies and hearts.  Through the 

Peace and Justice Committee, she 

espoused a consistent life ethic—

the seamless garment—and 

brought otherwise disparate 

community groups together to hear 

national speakers on this issue.   

 

As she served on the Pax Christi 

MA board, she took an increasing 

leadership role when she—with 

co-coordinators Judy Rich and 

Faith Mazdar—served creatively 

as ―JFK‖, a model of collaborative 

servant leadership.   

 

 
Kay Pfeiffer (center) with Judy 

Rich (left) and Faith Madzar   

 

Never truly retired, she continues 

to study, pray and act for peace—

through Pace e Bene curriculum, 

spiritual reading, and simply being 

an example to those of us coming 

along behind.  Kay is one of the 

cloud of witnesses described in 

Hebrews, who serve as an example 

of the reign of God and motivate 

us to live that way, too. 

 

Jeanne Allen is Secretary of the 

Pax Christi Massachusetts board. 

 

Coming Events… 
 

April 6:  28
th

 Annual Good 

Friday Stations of the Cross of 

Nonviolence; Dewey Square 

(across from South Station) to the 

State House, Boston; co-sponsored 

by Agape, Pax Christi MA, and 

Occupy Boston; 12-3 PM, rain or 

shine; contact Agape at:  

peace@agapecommunity.org; or 

413-967-9369. 

April 14:  PCMA 2012 Annual 

Retreat, “The Power of 

Forgiveness and Reconciliation,” 
at St. Gabriel parish, Upton, MA 

(see page 7 for more details). 

April 30:  Immigration Forum, at 

Northborough Free Public Library; 

panel to include local, state, and 

national officials; sponsored by 

Pax Christi Central MA; 7 PM; 

contact Sue Malone for details 

(contact information below). 

Oct. 6: St. Francis Day, Agape’s 

30
th

 Anniversary, featuring Fr. 

Ray Bourgeois and Arun Gandhi 

(the Mahatma‘s grandson); 10 

AM; at Agape Community, Ware, 

MA (contact information above). 

 

Pax Christi MA Board  of  

Directors           2011-2012 
 
Coordinator:                               Secretary: 

Sue Malone                      Jeanne Allen 

45 Adams Street                 10 Sutton Place 
Westborough                   Easthampton 

MA 01581-3610                                 MA 01027 

508-366-2050                    413-527-0037 
organurse@gmail.com jeanne.allen@hhcinc.org 

                                                                        

Treasurer:              Newsletter Editor: 
Ronald Holman                      Mike Moran 

15 Chris Drive             135 Shearer Street 

N. Attleboro, MA 02760       Palmer, MA 01069 
508-695-3896                                413-283-5716 

rholman55@comcast.net   moran3@comcast.net 

 
OTHER BOARD MEMBERS: Brian 

Ashmankas (Millbury); Kate Barrett (Holy 

Cross College, Worcester); Nancy Carapezza 
(Wayland); Pat Ferrone (Needham); Phil Harak 

(Southampton); Matt King (Holy Cross ); Fr. 

Bill Kremmel (Stoneham); Sally Markey 
(Springfield); Sr. Jane Morrissey (Springfield); 

Rose Morrissey (Westborough); Marilyn Paul 

Lewis (Ludlow);  Nancy Small (Worcester).      
 

Quarterly Board meetings (the next is June 9) 

are held in the Hogan Campus Center at Holy 
Cross College in Worcester at 10 AM  and are 

open to all PC Massachusetts members.  

mailto:smallbanis@earthlink.net
http://peacefultomorrows.org/move-%E2%80%9Cbeyond-retribution%E2%80%9D-by-ordering-the-new-peaceful-tomorrows-dvd
mailto:peace@agapecommunity.org
mailto:organurse@gmail.com
mailto:jeanne.allen@hhcinc.org
mailto:rholman55@comcast.net
mailto:moran3@comcast.net
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Local Groups 

 

Boston (Citywide) P.C. 

Christina Abbey 

Paulist Center, 5 Park St 

Boston, MA 

(781) 286-5004 

LNCabbey2004@yahoo.com 

Mtgs 2
nd

 Monday, 7:00 PM 

 

Cape Cod P.C. 

Edouard & Francoise Rocher 

77 Old Post Road 

Centerville, MA 02632 

(508) 771-6737 

Mtgs 2nd  Wed, 9:30 AM 

paxchristi-cc@comcast.net 

Our Lady of Victory  Centerville, 

MA 02632 

 

Central Mass P.C. 

Sue Malone 

45 Adams Street 

Westboro, MA 01581-3610 

(508) 366-2050 

organurse@gmail.com 

Contact for meeting info 

 

Holy Cross P.C. 

Kate Barrett & Matt King 

College of the Holy Cross 

1 College St, Box 2847 

Worcester, MA 01610 

kkbarr14@g.holycross.edu 

mgking14@g.holycross.edu 

Meetings and activities geared to 

college calendar 

Metro West P.C. 

Faith Madzar 

24 Grove Street 

Natick, MA 01760 

(508) 655-0268 

fmadzar@gmail.com 

Contact for meeting info 

 

Middlesex P.C.    

Claudia Hunter 

55 Waverly Avenue, #324 

Watertown, MA 02472 

(617) 923-6204 

HunterPaxMA@aol.com 

Contact for meeting info 

 

National Shrine of Our Lady of 

La Salette P.C. 

Larry Rose 

51 Old Stagecoach Road 

Attleboro, MA 02703 

508-399-7034 

palrose@comcast.net 

Mtgs 1
st
 & 3

rd
 Tuesdays, 7:15 

Chapel of Reconciliation 

 

North Central Mass P.C. 

Fr. Bob Bruso, St. Anthony 

Church, 2 Beekman Street 

Fitchburg, MA 01420 

(978) 342-4706 

frbob@net1plus.com 

Mtgs 1
st
 Friday, 7:00 PM 

 

Rhode Island P.C. 

Bill Waters  

(401) 438-6612 

wjtwj157@gmail.com 

Fr. Ray Tetrault  

(401) 453-2415 

St. William Parish 

200 Pettaconsett Ave 

Warwick, RI 02888 

Mtgs last Sunday, 6:00 PM 

 

St. John’s Prep P.C. 

St, John's Preparatory School 

72 Spring Street 

Danvers, MA 01923 

Bill Mackinson 

978-774-1057 
wmackinson@stjohnsprep.org 

Prayer for Peace, Wednesday 

mornings, 7:40 am 

 

St. Susanna Parish P.C. 

262 Needham Street 

Dedham, MA 02026 

Pat Ferrone 

781-449-3890 

parferrone@rcm.com 

Contact for meeting info 

 

Star of the Sea P.C. 

Sr. Julie Kane, SND 

30 Jeffries Neck Road 

Ipswich, MA 01938 

(978) 380-1524 

Mtgs 2
nd

 Tuesday, 7:00 PM St. 

Mary’s Convent  

 
Western Mass P.C. 

Jeanne Allen 

10 Sutton Place 

Easthampton, MA 01027 

(413) 527-0037 

jeanne.allen@hhcinc.org 

Mtgs 2
nd

 Friday, 7:00 PM Mont 

Marie, Holyoke  

 

If you belong to a Pax Christi group that is not listed above, please let us know so we can add you to our 

list.  Also, if any of the information above is incorrect, please let us know how it should be shown.  

Email corrections or additions to moran3@comcast.net.

Pax Christi Massachusetts   

947 Park Street 

Attleboro, MA 02703 

paxchristima@gmail.com 

www.paxchristima.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

mailto:LNCabbey2004@yahoo.com
mailto:paxchristi-cc@comcast.net
mailto:organurse@gmail.com
mailto:kkbarr14@g.holycross.edu
mailto:mgking14@g.holycross.edu
mailto:fmadzar@gmail.com
mailto:HunterPaxMA@aol.com
mailto:palrose@comcast.net
mailto:frbob@net1plus.com
mailto:wjtwj157@gmail.com
mailto:wmackinson@stjohnsprep.org
mailto:parferrone@rcm.com
mailto:jeanne.allen@hhcinc.org
mailto:paxchristima@gmail.com
http://www.paxchristima.org/

